


‘skilled 


lone al} 
turn to 
ew fac. 
en. 


—— 


| 


| NN 


: 
. 

_ 
oo 





\\ 





THE BUILDER _. oe 


Incorporating 


ARCHITECTURE & THE BRITISH ARCHITECT 


THE BUILDER HOUSE, CATHERINE STREET, ALDWYCH, 
LONDON, W.C.2. Telephones: Temple Bar 6251-2-3-4 





JULY 31, 1953 





VOL. CLXXXV No. 5763 


PRINCIPAL CONTEN TS 


ARTICLES PAGE , TIMBER STRUCTURAL pace 


ROEHAMPTON-LANE DE- SYSTEM: Economy of Site 
Vv PS 


: te ge — Labour .. = eA 
ELOPMENT: L's BUILDING AS A CAREER: 


£5,000,000 Scheme .. Jo ee Feleted flcr’s 1 

THE NORTHERN POLY- ‘si ee 
TECHNIC: Exhibition of Visit to Building Site .. a 
Students’ Work and Prizegiving 166 | LMBA .. . + -. 184 

s E dit SCHOOL BUILDING SPEED- 

CORRESPONDENCE .. a9: ae UP: Miss Horsbrugh’s State- 

BR TRAVEL CENTRE, ment oe oe om ess i) ee 
REGENT-STREET, SW1 .. 167 AUBTW: Demand for 44-hour 


Guaranteed Week 


NOMINATED CONTRACTORS : 
LCC’s Experimental Move one 177 apg ne cg BONUS —-* 

umber Receiv 24 vy SEG 

HOUSE INTERIORS: _ Dis- LONDON etal : 
cussion on Bailey Committee’s TRAINING: New Type of 

Report .. . 2 +» 177 Course Recommended... .._—-:185 

HOUSING AND PLANNING ___| OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 186 

css enymepl “ -. 898 ILLUSTRATIONS 

ae DE- CRICKETERS’ MEMORIAL 
SIONS - . -- 180 GALLERY, LORD’S 

REPAIR OF HISTORIC Te, oes 


CHURCHES : First Distribu- 
tion of Grants .. ‘ oe 


: 180 | THE QUEEN’S GATE COT- 
MATERIALS : 


TAGES, WINDSOR GREAT 





BUILDING * 
a 7 ¢ + Ss r 
Encouraging Increase in A eegae ss so — 171 
Production agp Sy .. 180 < zs as 
‘ HOUSE AT EALING: By 
IN PARLIAMENT a os ae J. S. Thompson ke ar $98 





THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


DETAILS of the LCC’s £5 m. scheme for the development of 
their Roehampton-lane site are given on p. 164 





THE LCC are to appoint a consulting engineer and a nominated 
contractor to collaborate with the Council’s architect and quan- 
tity surveyor for the first phase of the development of a housing 
scheme at Camberwell from the design stage onwards. p.177 


BRICK PRODUCTION has risen during the past 12 months 
by 474,000,000 bricks, or 8 per cent., and cement production 
by 4 per cent., said Mr. Hugh Molson, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Mimstry of Works, speaking at Poole last week. p. 180 


THIS YEAR the Government expected to complete 250,000 new 
school places, said Miss Florence Horsbrugh, the Minister of 
Education, last week. This would be an increase of 91,000 
over 1951, p. 184 


AT THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE of the AUBTW last 
week, 37 resolutions demanding a guaranteed week of 44 hours, 
regardless of inclement weather, were put forward by delegates. 

p. 185 


A NEW TYPE of foremanship training course has been recom- 
mended by the London Regional Foremanship Training Liaison 
Committee. p. 185 


THE SUGGESTION that the best incentive for the building 
trade would be to grade labour and pay higher rates to crafts- 
men who had given satisfactory evidence of their skill and 
mteres: in their work, rather than to leave it to contractors to 
show their appreciation of such men by classing them as leading 
hands, or foremen, is made by a correspondent on p. 168 


_ can be made in construction by collaboration at the 
design stage between architect, engineer, quantity surveyor 
and builder is one which we have consistently advanced. It 
was in fact one of the conditions of the Low Cost Housing 
Competition, organised by this newspaper in 1950-51, that 
architect, quantity surveyor and builder should work out 
schemes in collaboration, and this was undoubtedly one of the 
= reasons why the winning house was so economically 

ullt. 

_ Ina period as now when so high a proportion of all building 
is under the control of public authorities, opportunities on a 
large scale for adopting this procedure are limited by reason 
of standing orders which require tenders to be obtained for 
the execution of works. _ It is of the greatest interest, therefore, 
that the London County Council has suspended standing 
orders to enable a consulting engineer and a nominated 
contractor to collaborate with the Council’s architect and 
quantity surveyor on a housing scheme at Camberwell on 
experimental lines. This collaboration will operate from the 
design stage onwards. 

The Council’s housing committee cautiously state that 
they do not expect appreciable economies to be achieved 
in the initial experiment, but believe that reliable data 
will be forthcoming for future use. The same procedure will 
be applied to further experiments on the Council’s housing 
sites using different systems of construction which have shown 
economy elsewhere, the first being a system which provides 
for the prefabrication of the whole of the internal partitions 
and wall linings, leaving the external cladding to be carried 
out in traditional materials.* This work will be carried out 
on a mixed development of houses and five-storey flats at 
Greenwich. 

The contractual arrangements will be the same for both 
schemes. Broadly speaking, they are that an estimate of cost 
of the scheme based on normal constructional methods will be 
prepared for the Council’s approval and, if approved, this 
will be the maximum cost within which the design group will 
work. A detailed investigation will be made into certain 
component parts of the building for the purpose of establishing 
the normal cost of these components in traditional construc- 
tion. The costs thus established will be the maximum by 
which the design team will check their proposals for new 
construction methods. The contract for the building work 
will fix an upper limit of cost within the approved estimate, 
but will provide also for an incentive for savings. 

These experiments are clearly an important step in the right 
direction, and in congratulating the London County Council 
we express the hope that they will make the results public 
as soon as data is available. 


WAGES AND MATERIALS 


T# E failure of the National Federation of Building Trades’ 

Operatives to secure at arbitration the additional 6d. per 
hour which had been the subject of claim will surprise no 
one, possibly not even the operatives themselves. The plain 
fact is that wages in the building industry are already at a level 
where, in terms of production, no further advance can be 
borne that is not directly related to output. As private 
enterprise takes up increasingly the burden of building works 
that has long (perhaps too long) been carried by national funds 
and local rates, it is clear that the law of diminishing returns 
will operate unless costs fall. The effect of this on employ- 
ment must be understood by all. 

So long as our economy is linked with the international 
field (and it must always be so), so jong. will it be necessary 
to produce at a competitive price. Mr. Butler's unmistakable 


* This Schindler-Goehner system was illustrated and described in The Builder 
of June 15, 1951. : 
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warning last week must have made all understand how narrow 
already is that margin, and in seeking a remedy that inescap- 
able fact must be kept well in mind. An increase in wages 
of a section of the community the cost of whose product 1s 
reflected in every car or piece of cloth which leaves these 
shores is clearly not possible unless the ratio of production 
to cost of building is maintained or improved. 

How, then, can building wages be advanced to the stage 
where operatives can earn a rate commensurate with their 
skill, and in so doing improve the status of the building worker, 
as has been achieved in that other land of free enterprise, the 
United States of America? The answer is: by the appli- 
cation on the widest scale of the bonus system which gives, 
or should give, additional reward for additional effort. Bonus- 
ing, we have reason to think, is operated on a far wider scale 
than official figures would indicate, but it is insufficiently 
related to production. In some cases the form of building 
in erection does not readily lend itself to a scientific bonusing 
scheme, but there are other cases where employers have not 
had sufficient enthusiasm or initiative to work out a satis- 
factory plan, and the rate is made up to correspond with other 
jobs in the locality. 

When this has been said, the successful operation of any 
system of payment by results depends on an adequate supply 
of materials regularly delivered at the site. It is here that 
bonusing at present ceases to be the touchstone which pro- 
duces a building more quickly and enables the men to earn 
consistently above standard plain time rates. When building 
controls were eased at the beginning of the year, it was 
expected that there would be something of a scramble for 
materials—especially for cement and bricks. That the 
situation has not become more acute than it is shows that the 
timing of the relaxation was well chosen, and there is no doubt 
that the situation in regard to these key materials is improving 
all the time. Yet there may well be a period before produc- 
tion catches up with demand, and this period calls for a 
period of patience and restraint on the part of all, and 
not least by the operatives who will loyally, we shall expect, 
accept a verdict which has gone against them. But not 
only the operatives must exercise restraint; other sides 
of the industry must follow suit, for it ill becomes those 
who have long complained of the paralysing effect of con- 
trols to grumble now of pins and needles as the life blood of 
free enterprise begins to flow in the veins. ‘These grumbles, 
however, as well as the somewhat unrealistic resolutions 
passed by the AUBTW at its conference last week, are an 
indication of the measure of deep concern at certain shortages 
in parts of the country, and place on the materials producers 
no less than the Minister of Works the continuing duty of 
enabling an increasing flow of the key materials of construction. 


WOLF AT THE TOR 


PPOSITION is reported to be growing to the BBC’s 
proposal for a television station, with a 750 ft. trans- 
mitting mast, on North Hessary Tor, literally a highspot of 
the Dartmoor National Park. ‘There is nothing unusual in 
this ; almost every project to-day seems to meet opposition, 
whether it represents desirable development or otherwise, 
and whether that opposition is well-informed or not. One 
might once have said that the quality of television entertain- 
ment hardly seemed to justify additions to the landscape, 
acceptable or otherwise, but the BBC’s handling of the Corona- 
tion has changed all that, and fair-minded people will concede 
the need for the wider broadcasting of such major events at 
least. If this necessitates more transmitting stations, their 
strategic siting may well lead to a situation in which we cannot, 
as it were, have our eggs and eat them. 

A complication in the case under review is the fact that the 
person whose relaxation takes him to such places as Dartmoor 
(other than as the guest of HM Government) does not as a 
rule care for chairborne entertainment, and may find difficulty 
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in accepting this majority view. Otherwise the debate 
follows fairly familiar lines which unfortunately help us little 
in the choice between reasonable development and that 
‘‘ preservation” which may do no more than preserve the 
status quo by maintaining a wilderness devoid of any artefact, 
simply because we cannot agree on the “‘arte”’ part of that word! 

The protagonists also are familiar. In the one camp are 
mustered those who resist any new thing because they prefer 
things as they are—or were: with them are grouped those 
who avoid the new simply because it is new. In the opposite 
camp are those avid for the “march of science”’ and for 
more exciting milestones along it than are offered by the 
archaeologist or nature-lover ; allied with them are those who 
seek novelty for mere novelty’s sake. Caught in the cross- 
fire, however, is the ordinary, moderate and sensible but 
less articulate person; it is he that needs a watch-dog 
to bark for him. 

The watch-dogs are at hand in the North Hessary Tor 
case. ‘They are the Dartmoor Preservation Association, now 
supported by the Council for the Preservation of Rural 
England and by the Ramblers’ Association ; these are authori- 
tative guardians, and what moreover is unusual about their 
opposition in this case is its constructive nature. The Dart- 
moor Preservation Association is understood to have suggested 
alternative methods and sites away from the national park 
area. The National Parks Commission, whose views are 
awaited with interest, is also believed to be studying reports 
by the BBC on the comparative merits of the site proposed 
and others available. 

Only one doubt creeps in. We have heard—in relation, 
for instance, to the not dissimilar matter of “‘ Pylons on the 
Downs ”’ which in the eyes of many actually prove, by “ punc- 
tuation”’ and modelling, to enhance the perspective— 
vociferous baying on both sides of the fence about projects 
in which few have had the opportunity to judge visually either 
what is objected to or what is alternatively proposed. Until 
more is known about the Mast on the Moor, in terms of its 
design, and therefore about whether the disfiguration feared is 
incidental and avoidable or inherent and inevitable, is there 
not some danger that the watch-dogs, however well-trained 
and well-meaning, may once again be “ crying wolf” ? 








From the RA Exhibitiot 


DESIGN FOR EAST WINDOW, Wardie Church, Edinburgh, 
by Margaret I. Chiltern. The upper light only is illustrated. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


BATC SCHOLARSHIPS 


RECEPTION was held at the 

Ministry of Works, Lambeth Bridge 
House, on Monday last, to enable repre- 
sentatives of the National Federations 
and other bodies who had assisted in the 
provision of scholarships, and members of 
the Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council, to meet the apprentices who had, 
received awards under this national 
scholarship scheme. Representatives of 
Universities and Technical Colleges were 
also present. The Minister of Works, 
the Rt. Hon. Sir David Eccles, MP, was 
accompanied by Mr. A. J. Filer, Under- 
Secretary of the Ministry of Works. 
Sir Frederick Leggett, KBE, CB, Chair- 
man of the Council, and Sir Graham 
Savage, CB, Deputy Chairman of the 
Council, were present. Representatives 
of the National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry, the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives, the South Wales Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, the South- 
Western Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, the London Master Builders’ 
Association and the Worshipful Company 
of Carpenters attended the gathering. 

Of the 33 scholars who have received 
awards to date, nine have obtained degrees 
in building science, and six have gained 
Higher National Diplomas. Fourteen 
are still undergoing courses of training ; 
eight at Cardiff University, one at Man- 
chester University, one at Nottingham 
University and four at Technical Colleges. 
The remaining four awards relate to 
courses of study which commence in the 
autumn. 


MODERN SCULPTURE IN USA 


THE FIRST GARDEN in America designed 
for the exhibition of modern sculpture 
has been opened in New York by the 
Museum of Modern Art. The garden 
contains the work of some British sculptors 
as well and is itself characterised by 
formality, simplicity and carefully arranged 
backgrounds of trees, shrubs and pools. 
The garden display is part of a “ Sculpture 
of the Twentieth Century” exhibition 
which reaches into the museum buildings 
and occupies all of its ground-floor 
galleries. ‘The gallery walls have been 
painted grey, solf blue, and green to 
harmonise with the garden scheme and 
unify the whole exhibit. The compre- 
hensive display is being jointly sponsored 
by the New York museum, the Fairmount 
Park Art Association of Philadelphia, and 
the Art Institute of Chicago. As one 
walks down the broad marble steps to 
the sunken main area of the new garden 
wo pieces immediately catch the eye. 
*hese are Aristide Mailliol’s heroic reclin- 
ing female figure, “The River,’’ and 
“Marion Marini’s lifesize “ Horse,’’ its 
head tossed back, its stance suggesting an 
immediate galloping take-off for parts 
Reo age Not far from the Marini 
orse 1s Wilhelm Lehmbruck’s “ Seated 
Meg _ the artist’s last major work 
ore his death in 1919, since used as a 
“t memorial in his native town of 

uisburg, Germany. Works by English 
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sculptors include standing figures by H 
Moore, Barbara Hepworth’s “ The fd 
den Head,” in blue marble, and Epstein’s 
sculpture “‘ Madonna and Child.” Other 
works include Rodin’s famous “ St. John 
the _Baptist.”” Artists include Renoir, 
Matisse, Degas, Picasso, Gabo, Pevsner, 
Calder, Arp, Barlach, Boccioni, Modig- 
liani, Noguchi, Zorach, and Maldarelli. 


ROME SCHOLARSHIP WITHHELD 


Tue Faculty of Architecture of the 
British School at Rome regret to announce 
that they have been unable to recommend 
any candidate for the award of the Rome 
Scholarship in 1953. 


THE GEORGIAN GROUP 


IN THE couRsE of 1952, the Georgian 
Group intervened (often in association 
with other national or local amenity 
societies) or was asked for assistance or 
advice in a large number of cases of threats 
to Georgian buildings. A list of thirty- 
seven of the more important of these in 
twenty-three counties is given in the 
Report of the Group for 1952, which also 
refers critically to several matters of current 
interest, including the attitude of the 
Government towards the preservation of 
historic houses and the question of re- 
dundant churches. A few excellent photo- 
graphic illustrations are included of notable 
buildings currently threatened with de- 
molition, namely, Wolseley Terrace, Chel- 
tenham, a delightful Regency terrace (now 
probably safe); Howsham Hall, Yorks., 
a mansion combining the Jacobean and 
Georgian styles; and the Toll House, 
Bewdley, designed by Telford in 1801, 
and now endangered by the giving way 
of the foundations. The Report is obtain- 
able from 27, Grosvenor-place, London, 
Swi. 


CARPENTERS’ COMPANY 


Tue following officers of the Worshipful 
Company of Carpenters have been elected 
for the ensuing year and assumed office 
on July 27. Master: Mr. K. M. Roberts ; 
Senior Warden: Lieut.-Colonel W. W. 
Dove; Middle Warden: Mr. G. W. 
Ridley ; Junior Warden: Mr. A. M. D. 
Robertson. 


LANCASTER HOUSE 


THE RESTORATION and redecoration of 
Lancaster House, which was badly dam- 
aged during the war, has recently been 
completed by the Ministry of Works who 
hold the building on lease from the Com- 
missioners of Crown Lands. The north- 
west wing of the building had been 
destroyed by a bomb in the winter of 
1940-41, and the restoration work, which 
was long overdue, was begun in 1950. 
The house has now been repaired and 
redecorated to its former splendour, and 
the Ministry of Works has taken the 
opportunity to renew the electric wiring 
which was dangerous, to install concealed 
amplifying facilities indispensable for 
modern international conferences and to 
replace the heating system, which was 
unsightly and uneconomical, with modern 
concealed heating. 


The wall and ceiling paintings, including 
one by Guercino, have been restored by 













































the Ministry’s artists and the furniture 
has been refurbished (worn carpets and 
draperies have been replaced) in the style 
of the period of the building itself, about 
1830. As a result of all this work, which 
has cost £140,000, Lancaster House has 
been transformed into one of the finest 
period houses in London and is now fit 
in every way to house the most important 
government receptions and conferences 
in a manner becoming to the nation. 


AWARD FOR SCULPTURE 


THE 1953 Feodora Gleichen award for 
sculpture has been made to Miss Renée 
Hetherington, of Carlisle, for two works in 
the present summer exhibition of the Royal 
Academy. .They are “A Little Child ’’ 
and ‘‘ The Reception of the Soul.” 


KENT COUNTY ARCHITECT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the post 
of Kent County Architect at a salary of 
£2,200 rising by annual increments of 
£100 to £2,700 a year. The post will 
become vacant in April, 1954. Details 
advertised elsewhere in this issue. 


ARCHITECTS RETIRE 


Mr. Cuester Button, ARIBA, who 
has been Chief Architect to Smethwick 
County Borough since 1927, retires at the 
end of this month. 


Mr. C. S. Boucuton, LRIBA, principal 
assistant architect (road transport) to 
London Transport, retires on August 1 
after 41 years with London Transport 
and its predecessors. 


TRADING ESTATE AT WOOLWICH 


Pians to close the filling factory at 
Woolwich Arsenal and to establish a civil 
trading estate on a 100-acre site on the 
south side have been announced by Mr. 
Sandys, Minister of Supply. The site 
would be offered to the LCC, and the 
scheme was being discussed with that 
body. Before taking any final decisions, 
the Minister would receive written 
observations up to the end of October. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. C. F. J. THurtey, LRIBA, informs us that his 
Paignton, South Devon, offices have been moved to 51, 
Hyde-road, The telephone number will remain as 
Paignton 57733. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, Fuly 30, 1853 


PRESERVATION OF HAMPSTEAD HEATH.— 
A numerous meeting of artists was held 
in the Flaxman Gallery, University 
College, on Saturday of last week, to 
consider what measures should be taken 
by artists to preserve Hampstead Heath 
and the neighbouring grounds in their 
present order, for the purpose of art 
study, and with this in view to urge their 
acquisition by the public. ... Resolu- 
tions, and a petition to Her Majesty 
founded on them, having been adopted, 
the following was carried amidst cheers : 
“That the meeting looking upon His 
Royal Highness Prince Albert as the 
patron and encourager of arts, do urgently 
request His Royal Highness to take charge 
of the petition and present it to Her 
Majesty.” 
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Panoramic view (model montage) of proposed 11-storey maisonette blocks as seen from the Downshire Fiela. 


ROEHAMPTON LANE DEVELOPMENT: LCC's £5,000,000 SCHEME 


DR. }. L. MARTIN, FRIBA, Architect to the Council. 


HE comprehensive development of a number of 
T large sites in the Putney-Wimbledon area 
was decided upon by the London County 
Council in 1948, and a form of development for the 
last of the sites (Roehampton-lane Nos. 2 and 3 sites) 
was approved in principle in 1952. The Council’s 
housing committee have now approved the following 
detailed scheme, particulars of which were laid before 
the Council on Tuesday. The total estimated cost 
is approximately £5,025,000. 

The site, which covers nearly 100 acres, is bounded 
on the south-west by Richmond Park and on the north 
by Roehampton-lane and Clarence-lane. Its character 
is varied, including fine parkland, closely wooded 
areas, orchards and gardens. In the neighbourhood 
as a whole are two large houses, one of them Manresa 
College, and the other Maryfield Convent. 

The land acquired by the Council includes certain 
buildings of historic interest, which will be preserved 
and brought into the development. Perhaps the most 
interesting of them is Mount Clare, where extensive 
preservation work has already been carried out by 


“se & 


Layout plan. 


WHITFIELD LEWIS, ARIBA, Principal Housing Architect. 


the Council. At the head of the large field opposite 
Mount Clare is another building of historic interest 
known as Downshire House, which the Council 
intends to use in due course as a community centre 
and health centre. In regard to both this building 
and to Mount Clare, the Council has given a formal 
undertaking to the Ministry of Works that they should 
be preserved. In the design of the housing layout, 
special emphasis has been put on the preservation of 
the magnificent vista in front of Downshire House— 
the ‘‘ Downshire Field,’’ which is to be preserved 
as a wide stretch of open land. 

The planning problem has been to achieve a density 
of 28 dwellings (100 persons) to the acre in a manner 
which will ensure proper regard for the very special 
characteristics of this magnificent site. 

The problem has been solved by using a mixed 
development of flats, maisonettes and houses and 
treating each part of the site separately yet in harmony 
with the whole. The gross density has in fact been 


kept down to 25.21 dwellings to the acre. 
Two areas, one adjoining Mount Clare and the other 
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on the steeply sloping land below Hartfield House, 
are eminently suitable for 11-storey point blocks and 
15 of such blocks are proposed for these sites. 

The big open field below Downshire House has 
received a different treatment, in keeping with the 
magnificent scale and parklike character of this portion 
of the site. Five 11-storey maisonette blocks have 
been sited along the top of the field but so arranged 
that they present the minimum effect of mass when 
viewed from Richmond Park. 

The temainder of the housing accommodation 
consists of four-storey maisonettes, two- and three- 
storey houses and single-storey dwellings and one 
eight-storey block which stands at the head of the 
vista leading up to the main shopping centre adjoining 
Roehampton Village. : 

The single-storey houses intended for old persons 
have been arranged in a less formal manner than 
hitherto by the staggering of party walls. 

The types of dwellings which will be built are : 

(a) The point flats eleven storeys in height with two 
two-room flats and two three-room flats on each floor. 
On the lower ground floor access is provided to 
tenants’ stores, refuse chamber, hall, lifts and stairs. 

(6) High maisonette blocks eleven storeys in height 
(except for one eight-storey block). ‘The maisonettes 
are served by an access gallery, a common staircase 
and two lifts. 

(c) Four-storey maisonettes and maisonettes over 
shops. 

(d) Three-storey terrace houses (specially designed). 
The accommodation consists of an entrance lobby, 
we, internal store, fuel storage-dustbin space (with 
separate approach) and large dining kitchen on the 
ground floor: living-room and double bedroom on 
the first floor, two double bedrooms and bathroom 
and we on the second floor. These houses meet the 
difficulty of providing for families with children. 
The design is contained within a 15 ft. frontage. 

(e) Two-storey terrace houses having four bed- 
rooms, living-room and full dining kitchen. This 
type of terrace house is reserved for sites on which 
back access can be provided. The arrangement of 
the garden store as an integral part of the rear garden 
wall is a special feature. 
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Left: Plans of 11-storey maisonette type MA.B.4. three 
Plans of two-storey back-access terrace house type TH.H.S. ; 
right : Plans of three-storey terrace house, type TH.G.5: ; the 
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-room dwelling ; the overall area is 705 sq. ft. 
the overall area is 986 sq. ft. excluding store. Bottom 
overall area (including store of 61 sq. ft.), is 1,124 sq. ft. 


THE BUILDER 


(f) Single-storey houses for old persons. 

_ The development comprises in all 1,875 dwellings, 
i.e.: five eleven-storey maisonette blocks (375 maison- 
ettes) ; 15 eleven-storey point blocks (660 flats); one 
eight-storey maisonette block and 26 four-storey 
maisonette blocks (615 maisonettes); 30 maisonettes 
and six flats in the shopping centres ; 29 three-storey 
houses ; 104 two-storey houses ; and 56 homes for old 
people ; as well as 26 shops, 73 garages and two 
public houses. 

Sites are being reserved for a children’s home, 
three nursery schools, two primary schools, a secondary 
school, a Non-conformist church, a health centre, 
community centre, main and subsidiary shopping 


centres, a maintenance depot and a club for old people. ° 


Central heating and domestic hot water is proposed 
for the high maisonettes and point blocks to be 
supplied by a central oil-fired boiler plant. This 
heating scheme has been designed so as to be capable 
of serving not only the 1,035 dwellings in the eleven- 
storey blocks, but also the two primary schools, the 
nursery school, the old people’s club, the maintenance 
depot and Downshire and Hartfield Houses. 

Mr. W. V. Zinn, BSc, MISE, has been appointed to 
act as consulting civil and structural engineer for this 
development. The structure of the high maisonette 
and point blocks has been designed by him. 










































































and the aggregate living area 337 sq. ft. 
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THE NORTHERN 
POLYTECHNIC 


Exhibition of Students’ Work 


By a Special Correspondent 


HIS year the Northern Polytechnic’s 
Exhibition was opened by Sir 
Thomas Bennett, CBE, FRIBA, who, 
after presenting the Diplomas, made a 
witty and inspiring speech. Here was a 
man, one felt (incidentally a former head 
of the school), whose span of interests 
and achievement would be bound to 
serve as an inspiration to the students. 

The work on view was well up to the 
high standard of past years. The First 
Year studies in single wall building 
showed admirable control and execution, 
and on a larger scale this control was 
clear also in the Second Year work. 
The village church subject appeared to 
be successful in that the /ocale and regional 
considerations of the site formed an 
important part of the programme. The 
Third Year (a difficult year with the 
Intermediate Examination looming ahead) 
showed some thoroughly worked-out 
schemes for houses and _ two-storeyed 
public buildings. Throughout the colour 
sketches impressed. 

In an exhibition of this type opinions 
vary as to the value of the traditional 
“ esquisse,” and Le Corbusier, visiting 
Princeton School a few years ago, is 
reported to have appeared mentally 
shocked to see that students still indulged 
a volonté in such things, but so com- 
paratively little time is spent on them, and 
the results are so good, that it seems 
churlish to push them away into the 
past. 

The Fourth Year appeared to have 
covered many subjects; such a range 
helps to widen the student’s horizon for 
the fast approaching thesis. This year 
the working drawings were done in the 
Fourth Year as against the Fifth in pre- 
vious years, thus leaving Fifth Year 
students free for design subjects, including 
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ieee 2 their theses. The thesis subjects on 
he a view appeared capably handled and often 
ge ae P meticulously drawn, many models adding 
“t Oy -. to the appreciation of the subject. Many 
y Pah of the subjects chosen represent a super- 
ee human amount of effort. It is, of course, 
; eh ® on the thesis work that the all-over 
Bed teaching policy of the school, or any 
6! 4 Ssh 2 school is, so to speak, laid bare. 
. i rat The evening school work deserves 
ae Te mention, for too much praise can hardly 
pt i be given to students who, working a 
‘ es Sealy full week in an office, summon up the 


energy and keenness to attend evening 
school. The work shown represents a 
comparatively few hours spent in the 
studio, but, of course, long hours working 
at home. In this case complete control 
in question of design is obviously neces- 
sary, and this appears to have been 
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; at hah! achieved. One might think that because 
ih: oth 5 of the difficult conditions under which 
ERAN SN as such students labour, production and 
ce Sl i? draughtsmanship would of necessity be 
et a of a lower order than the day school 
bp am work, but here again the evening school 
A pos Aee ork on view is of a very high standard. 


‘The work of the Interior Decoration 
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School was comprehensive and technically 
sure. The study of colour, a very subtle 
and important study, appears to have 
been approached with logic and good 
taste. 


This year’s Exhibition was impressive 
in its technical skill and presentation, 
which is a good thing ; we have passed the 
age of the student’s chef-d’a@uvre—at 
least in the traditional sense—that of 
something that was difficult or impossible 
to build. The architecture in the later 
years, especially the thesis subjects, 
appeared sound enough to be con- 
structible and, as so frequently, happens 
in schools, zsthetically far superior to 
much of the “‘live’’ architecture that is 
being built to-day. 


Prizegiving 


3 UR CALL to-day is to design for a 

society which, for the first time, is 
demanding to have buildings for the whole 
of the population,”’ said Sir T. P. BENNETT, 
CBE, FRIBA, when presenting diplomas 
on July 21 to students at the Northern 
Polytechnic Department of Architecture, 
Holloway, N7. Mr. R. L. Roberts, 
chairman of the governing body, presided 
at the presentation. 


At no previous period, Sir Thomas 
continued, had any nation attempted to 
house its population as a whole in new 
dwellings. It had always been a luxury 
for those able to afford it, except for the 
few cases of slum clearance. It had not 
been attempted to spread the country’s 
wealth over buildings for the whole of 
the community, which was the task of 
architecture to-day. Students entering 
the profession were experiencing the 
impingement of science upon the normal 
standard of living. In endeavouring to 
absorb the requisite scientific principles, 
however, architects should not forget 
that they were still exponents of a great 
art. In them lay the transitional task of 
marrying up the different requirements 
of education, medicine and housing, and 
translating them in terms of the scientific 
knowledge they had procured. 


In commenting on the year’s work, 
Mr. T. E. Scotrr, CBE, FRIBA, head 
of the department, told how the character 
of the diplomas presented had changed 
completely since before the war. Then 
diplomas had been little more than records 
of attendance at the prescribed course of 
training. Now the Diploma in Architec- 
ture was only awarded to students 
entitled to apply for election as Associates 
of the Royal Institute. He hoped that 
the students would derive more enjoyment 
from their work in the profession than some 
of them seemed to have derived from 
work at school. There seemed to be a 
tendency to be over-serious to-day, and 


to forget the joys that architecture ought 
to provide. 


Mr. S. TatcHett, CBE, FRIBA, 
extended a vote of thanks to Sir Thomas 
Bennett for his address. 


The R. L. Roberts Prize in Architec- 
ture was awarded to A. F. K. Taylor; 
the Tufnell Prize in Architecture to 
N. J. Pavey; and the Tufnell Prize in 
Interior Decoration to J. S. Knowles. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


TOWER CRANE EXPERIMENT 
AT NORWICH 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The’ long-awaited results of th 
Tower Crane experiment at Norwid 
appearing in your issues of July 17 and 2: 
will be welcomed by all interested in thy 
form of mechanisation, among whom ar 
the members of my Federation in whos 
region this experiment was carried out 
It is of particular value to have such a fair 
and reasonable report, which, in the main 
makes no sweeping claims despite the 
entire suitability of the site, the almos 
ideal conditions on the material supply 
side, a pool of labour on an adjoining site 
from which to draw and the freely avail- 
able and highly skilled resources of the 
Building Research Station. 

Contractors everywhere’ will hav 
studied the report closely and, being 
commercially-minded men, will have 
looked for an indication of the crane’ 
value in terms of £s.d. We are given 
this on page 111 of your issue of July 17 
where the estimated saving is shown « 
£102 per house, based on a saving oi 
man-hours over those obtained from : 
recent survey. Could this survey be the 
Sample Survey in Productivity Intenm 
Report BRB 1385 of April, 1952? Ifs, 
the mid-date of building in this survey 
was May, 1949. Would it not be wiser 
to use a more up-to-date figure and one 
more comparable in all respects ? 

It was not perhaps entirely fortuitous 
that a letter from the City Engineer 0! 
Norwich appeared in the same issue & 
the first part of the Tower Crane report 
After a repetition of oft-quoted maxims 
about this pre-planning and programming 
for which we are constantly striving 
Mr. Rowley concludes by asking whether 
the time has come for the building trade 
to plan the organisation of its labour. 

Despite this, may I quote from the 
records of one of my Norwich membes 
who worked on similar houses on # 
adjacent site at the same time? Tht 
certified total man-hours per house " 
this adjoining contract were 2,458, whic 
included wet time, apprentices’ schoo 
time, erection of site sheds and addition# 
site works. Even if we use these figure, 
the man-hour saving is 640 per hous, 
not 1,000, as used in the computation, 
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against which, of course, must be set the 
hourly cost of the crane. On this basis 
the assessment of resultant benefit is 
certainly not so attractive but surely more 
realistic. It is only in the light of the 
return that the value of such an investment 
as the tower crane can be judged. This 
report on the crane shows its limitations, 
to which you have wisely drawn attention, 
but it is felt that it would be a disservice 
to contractors generally if the comparable 
Norwich figures quoted above were not 
made available. 

It is to be hoped that builders using 
tower cranes will, as you suggest, pass on 
their experience to their colleagues. What, 
for example, are the Norwich City 
Enginecr’s views on the experiment ? 
As this mechanical aid is more fully tested 
under normal conditions, builders will be 
more willing to contemplate its use. 


R. W. Porter, 
Director, Eastern Federation 
of Building Trades Employers. 
95, Tenison-road, Cambridge. 


THE M of E EXPERIMENTAL 
SCHOOL AT WOKINGHAM 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Those who have read the eighth 
Report of the Select Committee 
on Estimates and the report of the debate 
in the House of Commons, and who recall 
the RIBA Conference held in Kent re- 
cently, must have been impressed by the 
fact that the experimental school recently 
erected under the aegis of the Ministry 
of Education at Wokingham has come in for 
a considerable amount of publicity. The 
work done on this school may be very 
commendable, but there is the other 
side of the picture of which, I feel, many 
of your readers should be made aware, 
and to this end I would ask the following 
questions : 
_(a)Why did it take the Ministry of 
Education some nine years after the 
Education Act came into force (by which 
time some 1,500 new schools had been 
erected) to build its first experimental 
school ? 

(6) Why, in 1944, when the suggestion 
of erecting an experimental school was 
put to the Ministry of Education (by 
Kent), was the suggestion approved and 
then abandoned, after a well-known firm 
of private architects had been employed 
by the Ministry and had prepared numer- 
ous drawings, etc.? (This change of 
policy by the Ministry of Education thus 
threw away a unique opportunity of 
effecting economies before any schools 
were built, and succeeded only in wasting 
ratepayers’ money on the payment of 
fees to private architects for abandoned 
work.) 

(c)Why did it take the Ministry of 
-ducation seven years (1951 Bulletin), and 
after some 1,000 new schools had been 
ommed, to appreciate the fact that the 
944 Act was extravagant and, in conse- 
quence, reduce the building cubes in 
order to effect economies (and at the same 
time “improve” the schools)? 

(d) Are not the claims of the Ministry 
of Education officials that they have kept 
Pia costs mainly due to the fact that 

y are now erecting smaller buildings ? 

(e) What would have been the savings 
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BR Travel Centre, 
Regent Street, SWI 


HE conversion of the ground floor 
of Rex House, Lower Regent- 
street, SW1, into a Travel Centre for 
British Railways was recently completed. 
Most of the area of the travel centre is in 
the body of the building and consequently 
depends entirely on artificial lighting and 
ventilation. 

The main public area has an “ egg- 
crate ’’ ceiling with fluorescent tubes above. 
In a room which measures only 8 ft. from 
floor to ceiling, this apparent sheet of 
light gives the illusion of height. The 
surrounding areas have acoustic plaster 
ceilings with tungsten lights spaced in a 
regular pattern. These give a slightly 
lower intensity of lighting, and the eye 
of the passer-by in the street is, therefore, 
drawn to the central area where the ticket 
and reservation counters are. 

The Travel Centre was designed and 
carried out under the direction of the 
Architect to the Railway Executive, Dr. 
F. F. C. Curtis, ARIBA. Assistants : 
P. W. MaclIver, ARIBA, G. Lesser, I. 
Colquhoun, ARIBA, D. R. Shorten, 
ARIBA, Mrs. J. Coombe, ARIBA. 
Design of the ventilating, heating and 
lighting installation was by Mr. F. C. 
Foreman, MlInstE, AMIHVE. The 
quantity surveyors were Rider Hunt 
and Partners, and-Tersons, Ltd., were the 
general contractors. 








effected if the 1951 Bulletin had been 
issued in 1944? 

(f) In view of the foregoing, is it not 
rather late in the day for the Ministry’s 
architect to adopt the slogan “‘ Value for 
Money” (as put forward in his RIBA 
Conference paper) ? 

(g) What steps were taken to advise the 
Ministry of Education to adopt the RIBA 
Form of Declaration against price-fixing 
by building contractors? If other Govern- 
ment Departments can invoke the assis- 
tance of this Declaration, why does the 
Ministry of Education lag behind ? 

As a member of the Kent County 
Council, I have asked on several occasions, 


both in committees and before the Coun- 
cil, for the amount of fees, salaries, etc., 
paid to private architects and others in 
respect of work which has been abandoned 
in Kent by Government Departments due 
to changes of policy. The figure that I 
have been given is in the region of 
£20,000. On receipt of this information, 
I have pressed for the whole of this 
amount to be paid by the Government, 
instead of 60 per cent. by the Government 
and 40 per cent. by the local authority, 
as it was through the Ministry of Educa- 
tion that this money was wasted, but I 
received a reply from that Department that, 


by scrapping these schemes, more than__ 
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this sum of money was saved by erecting 
the new, smaller types of schools. 

This sounds very well on the face of it, 
but my reply to this is that the pace at 
which this Government Department moves 
(and I confess that this compares favour- 
ably with some Government Depart- 
ments) is such that, although it knows 
full well some months ahead when these 
changes of policy are to take place, it 
does not warn local authorities accord- 
ingly, so that those who are up to date 
in their programme are penalised. 

In conclusion, in view of the above past 
history, I would suggest that, as soon as 
the final account of the Wokingham 
School is ready, the whole project should 
be examined by an outside body of 
experts (educationists, architects and 
others) who have not been connected in 
any way with the scheme, whose report 
should be given full publicity before any 
further experimental schools of this 
kind are embarked upon. 

C. S. F. Wirts. 
(Member of the Kent County Council.) 
The East, 30, Omer-avenue, Margate. 


INCENTIVE PAYMENTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—With reference to the vexed 
question of incentive bonus pay- 
ments, it is interesting to note that the 
Amalgamated Union of Building Trade 
Workers at its recent conference at 
Llandudno called for the abolition of such 
payments. For a long time it has been 
realised by many people interested in 
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building that bonus payments in the 
industry frequently only result in extra 
money being paid for scamped work, and 
that the resulting low standard of crafts- 
manship would adversely affect appren- 
tices on jobs on which such work was 
done. Surely the best incentive for the 
building trade would be to grade labour 
and pay higher rates to craftsmen who had 
given satisfactory evidence of their skill 
and interest in their work, rather than to 
leave it to contractors to show their 
appreciation of such men by classing them 
as leading hands, or foremen, when 
opportunities occur? A keen tradesman 
with whom I discussed this matter 
recently told me that he was very much in 
favour of such grading. 


C. Brrpwoop WILLCOCKs, 
Reading. [FSA, FRIBA, MTPI] 


SPIRAL STAIRCASES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—We have heard much about the 
economic dangers of the inflationary 
spiral, but nothing about the physical 
dangers of the spiral staircase. This cork- 
screw shape is very popular with modern 
designers in reinforced concrete and is 
certainly pleasing to look at (whether this 
is due to its vinous associations we must 
leave to the psychiatrists to decide) ; 
but there can be no doubt about its 
inconvenience and danger, particularly 
when constructed around a central post. 
I recently came across an example of 
this kind in which the outer width of 
tread was about 1 ft. 8 in., and the inner 


CRICKETERS’ MEMORIAL GALLERY, LORD'S. The staircase hall 
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width only 3 in. If we take 8 in. as the 
minimum permissible width for safety, 
more than a quarter of each step of this 
staircase would be dangerous in use. 

Anyone using a staircase of this king 
automatically gravitates towards the outer 
curve, and it is when two or more persons 
have to pass that danger arises. The inner 
user, owing to the narrowness of the treads, 
is forced onto his heels, and unless he stands 
still is in imminent danger of slipping. 

In my opinion spiral staircases with 
narrow inner treads should be prohibited 
in future building. Wherever possible 
existing examples should be replaced by 
straightforward flights with square land- 
ings at the turns. Spiral staircases, for 
all their modern look, are essentially a 
throw-back: to medievalism ; they are no 
more than a fashionable fad, at once 
dangerous and wasteful, and should be 
dropped. SPERO. 


WATER FOR BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I would like to support Mr 
Norman Longley in his appeal (your 
last issue) for metered water supply. The 
building trade is continually urged to 
reduce costs, and the provision of water 
through a meter can result in considerable 
saving. Our experience shows that on 
major schemes where such a supply is 
available the charge through a meter is 
often only 25 per cent of the charge 
calculated on the basis of the contract sum 

W. Tompkins, Director, 

Rush and Tompkins, Ltd. 

109, Station-road, Sidcup. 





(see facing page). 
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rn Cricketers’ Memorial Gallery, 
2 Lord's Cricket Ground, NW8 


Architect : 
JOHN H,. MARKHAM, FRIBA (HANNEN AND MARKHAM) 
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Consulting Engineer 


DONOVAN H. LEE, BSc(Eng.) 


Builders 
HOLLAND & HANNEN AND CUBITTS, 
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OON after the war, the suggestion was made 
that some memorial should be erected to 
cricketers of all nations who lost their lives in 
the two wars ; and it was decided that this should 
take the form of galleries, and possibly a library, 
in which some of the pictures and other objects 
of interest from the large collection in the posses- 
sion of the Marylebone Cricket Club could be 
exhibited. A large racquet court standing behind 
the pavilion, and in the same building as the tennis 
court, had been disused for some time ; and 
schemes were prepared for adapting this building 
to provide the galleries for the memorial. Cricket 


green strips and surrounded by a plain grey border. 
The floors of the lower gallery, the entrance hall 
and vestibule and the staircase are in grey terrazzo 
with a slightly darker border and a skirting to 
match. Balustrades to the staircase and around 
the well hole of the upper gallery are of wrot-iron 
with a walnut handrail and walnut turned finials. 
The whole area of the upper-floor gallery is covered 
by a laylight glazed with ‘‘ Borealis ’’ figured rolled 
glass, above which is a glazed roof. 

The whole of the artificial lighting for the upper 
floor has been arranged in the roof space above 
the laylight and consists of daylight strip fittings 
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Clubs in the Dominions and Colonies were all 
interested in the proposal. 


so arranged that a diffuse glow is shed through the 
laylight into the gallery. With this arrangement 
The adaptation of the old building now gives a the change from natural lighting to the artificial 
certain amount of gallery space on the ground floor light system makes very little difference to the 
general appearance in the gallery and the lighting 
of the exhibits. The electric lighting in the roof 
space has, moreover, been arranged with varying 
intensities so that it can be used to supplement the 
natural lighting on a dull day. The general light- 
dant with a display counter for the sale of literature. ing of the ground-floor gallery is provided by the 
In the main ground-floor gallery, entered direct diffused lighting which comes through the lay- 
from this hall, is the memorial slab, executed by light and the large staircase well. ‘This, however, 
Mr. H. Tyson Smith. MA. FRBS. The main is supplemented by strip lighting concealed behind 
gallery is on the first floor and adjoining it is an cornices close to the ceiling. 
annexe which constitutes a smaller gallery. 


which houses paintings presented by the overseas 
Cricket Clubs, showing their grounds. The en- 
trance to the galleries is through a vestibule erected 
on the north-east side of the main block which 
leads to an entrance hall where is seated an atten- 


The principal sub-contractors were : 

Metal work of laylight, The Crittall Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd Ruboleum flooring, B. Holden Co., Ltd. ; 
terrazzo work, Peter Markham (Paving), Ltd. ; wrot- 
ironwork, Grundy Arnatt, Ltd. ; heating, Thames Bank 
Iron Co., Ltd. ; electrical work and artificial lighting, 
Thorn and Hoddle, Ltd. ; steelwork, The Aston Con- 
struction Co., Ltd. ; and glazed roofing, Williams and 
Williams, Ltd. 


In the architectural treatment the utmost 
simplicity has been maintained throughout. All 
walls are plastered and finished with a paint 
treatment selected to form a satisfactory background 
for the pictures. The floor of the upper gallery 
is finished in Ruboleum tiles to two slightly con- 
trasting grey tints divided into panels by narrow 
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CRICKETERS’ MEMORIAL GALLERY, LORD’S. The main first-floor gallery. 
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Below: Layout. 





North C and B blocks, and north end of central block, seen from King’s-road. 


The Queen's Gate Cottages, Windsor Great Park 


Architects : SYDNEY TATCHELL, SON AND PARTNERS 


Quantity Surveyors : 


GARDINER AND THEOBALD 


bx 


Clerk of Works : 
E. A. WILKINS 


Yereves 


: abe ecole Builders : 
E Y. 7. LOVELL AND SON, LTD. 
z Sess. on 
%, Foreman of Works : 
hy J. T. RIEDLBERG 
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Plan of B hlo« ks. 


HE scheme, which was inspired largely by his late 
Majesty King George VI, comprises 24 flats 
for the accommodation of Crown pensioners, and 
consists of one two-storey and four single-storey 
blocks arranged in the form of an open quadrangle. 
The majority of flats contain a living-room, one bed- 
room, kitchen and combined bathroom and w.c., 
but seven of the flats are provided, in addition, with a 
second bedroom. The site is near Queen Anne’s 
Gate, between King’s-road and the Long Walk, 
and adjoins the Garrison Sports Ground. 

Owing to the heavy shrinkable clay sub-soil, strip 
foundations (without reinforcement) were used 
throughout. "These were 1 ft. 6 in. wide and varied 
in depth from 2 ft. 6in. to 3 ft. 6in., finishing just 
below ground level: the facing brickwork was then 
built directly on top of the foundations. 

Grey-brown Buckinghamshire facing bricks (with 
15 per cent. reds intermingled) were used and laid 
with a recessed joint. Collier’s well-burnt red hand- 
made tiles were used on the roofs, while the weather- 


tiling was in Tilehurst tiles. The Royal cypher of 


Her Majesty the Queen over the central entrance was 
modelled by Mr. Herbert W. Palliser, FRBS, and 
cast in bronze by the Royal Label Factory, Stratford- 
on-Avon. The wrot-iron balustrades to the staircases 
in the central block are painted sky-blue, hand-rails 
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uy 31198) 





& 
bad 
. 
Above : Plan of C blocks. Left : North elevation 
of South B block, from forecourt. 
a st 


Below : Detail of a hall and staircase in central 

block. Walls are off-white distemper. Floors of 

pressed cement tiles, primrose with buff non-slip 

nosings to stairs. Balustrade is of wrot-iron 

painted sky-blue. The handrail is in ash clear- 
waxed. 

















Detail of centre entrance to central 
block showing Royal cypher and 
date in bronze. The door is painted 
standard dark green, as used on 
Crown estate. Below : West ( front) 
elevation of central block. 
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East elevation and (below) plans of central block. 


being in natural ash clear-waxed. Paving to the 
stairs, halls and landings are “ primrose’’ (a dull 
yellowish buff) pressed cement tiles; walls are dis- 
tempered broken white; and floors throughout all 
flats are covered with battleship linoleum. Heating and 
domestic hot water are provided by individual slow- 
combustion grates with electric immersion heaters in 
addition. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers were as follows : Bison 
floors to upper storey of central block, Concrete, Ltd. ; 


im situ reinforced concrete (stairs, landings, etc.), Stuart’s 


Granolithic Co., Ltd. ; metal balustrades, Clark, Hunt and 
Co., Ltd. ; roof tiling, Hall and Co., Ltd. ; facing bricks, 
Pratt (Watford), Ltd. : 


Markham (Paving), Ltd. ; flush doors and kitchen fitments, 


“NMoordon’”’ floor tiling, Peter 


Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd. ; Chevin fires, Bratt Colbran, Ltd. ; 
sanitary fittings, Shanks and Co., Ltd. ; plumbing, F. H. 
Keating ; electrical installation, Jacob, White and Co., Ltd.; 
ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd. ; linoleum flooring, 
Thomas Wallis and Co., Ltd. ; paints and distempers, 


Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd. (Paints Division) ; 


external pavings, ‘“‘ Noelite ’’ Ltd. 


THE QUEEN’S GATE COTTAGES IN WINDSOR GREAT PARK 
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The garden front. 
Below : Main front. 








House at Ealing, W5 


Architect : 
JF. S. THOMPSON, ARIBA 


Builders . 
ELDRIDGE AND SMITH, LTD. 


‘HIS house, designed for the architect’s own use, 
was planned with a view to a future extension. It 
is completed in 1946 and cost approximately 
600. Walls are 11-in. cavity faced with “ Cortex ”’ 
cks ; its roof is tiled with hand-made sand-faced 
n-coloured Collier’s tiles. The roof is insulated. 
ndows are steel, in wood surrounds. Flooring 
the ground floor is wood block. Sub-contractors 
uppliers were : 
tex’ bricks, London Brick Co. ; roofing tiles, 
by Wiggins Sankey and Co., Ltd. ; roof insulation 
ible-sided ‘‘ Sisalation,” J. H. Sankey, Ltd. ; steel 
ws, Henry Hope and Co., Ltd. ; flooring, Stevens 
\dams,. Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, Associated Clay 
tries, Ltd.; kitchen fittings, Peerless Built-in 
ture, Ltd. ; ‘* Siesta’’ stove, Belper Foundry, Ltd. ; 
replace surround, Bratt Colbran, Ltd. 
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Above : View from living-room into dining recess. The e 
continuous-burning inset stove is fitted with a copper Be peri 

boiler for provision of hot water. Below : The kitchen a 
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Nominated Contractors 
LCC’s Experimental Move 


AS an experiment, and for the purpose of 
© +% developing certain mew housing tech- 

; niques, the London County Council housing 
» committee proposes that a consulting engin- 
eer and a nominated contractor should be 
| appointed to collaborate with the Council's 
architect and quantity surveyor for the first 
phase of the development of a housing 
| scheme at Camberwell from the design stage 
| onwards. 
© The committee states that in an endea- 

vour to secure all possible economies in the 
housing development, standard 
7 types of dwellings have been designed in 
which the overall floor areas have been re- 
| duced to a minimum. At the same time there 
has been a continuous review of the specifi- 
F cations and materials, and many improve- 
' ments have been made in finishes, services 
" and structural techniques. They are advised, 
© however, that within the limits imposed on 
© new techniques by the competitive tendering 
| system and without a serious reduction in 
© standards, only limited further economies can 
be expected by these methods. 

“We believe that there is some scope for 
savings in cost and for the quicker construc- 
tion of flats without extra cost if the plan- 
ning of the design, erection and engineering 
work of a scheme of development could be 
undertaken by the architect, the structural 
engineer, the quantity surveyor and the con- 
tractor working together as a team from 
the outset,” the report continues. “ Under 
this arrangement it would be essential that 
the consulting engineer and the contractor 
should have specialised experience of the 
particular techniques involved. As an ex- 
periment we propose, for the purpose of de- 
veloping certain new techniques, that a con- 


— sulting engineer and a nominated contractor 


should be appointed to collaborate with the 
Council's architect and quantity surveyor for 
the first phase of the development of the 
- Picton-street site, Camberwell, from the de- 
F Sign stage onwards. 
“We should not expect appreciable 
| economies to be achieved during the course 
| of the initial experiment, but the close tech- 
nical collaboration and the reliable data of 
| costs and records of labour operations which 
would be obtained should produce results 
| which could be applied to the Council’s 
| housing work in future.” 
| The report states that the contractual 
_ arrangements will broadly be as follows. An 
| ¢stimate of the cost of the scheme based on 
| normal constructional methods will be pre- 
| Pared for approval and, if approved, this 
will be the maximum cost within which the 
| design group will work. A detailed investi- 
| gation will be made into certain component 
| Parts of the building for the purpose of 
| ¢stablishing the normal cost of these com- 
; Ponents in traditional construction. The cost 
thus established will be the maximum by 
which the design team will check their pro- 
Posals for new construction methods. The 
, Contract for the building work will fix an 


Upper limit of cost within the approved esti- 
» Mate but will provide also an incentive for 
; Savings. 

As a further experiment the committee 


contemplate using on the Council’s housing 
sites different systems of construction which 
have shown economies elsewhere. They 
gs in the first instance the construction 
¥ the Schindler system of a mixed develop- 
ment of five-storey blocks of flats and houses 
Th the Brooklands Park site, Greenwich. 

* contractual arrangements for this de- 
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velopment will be similar to those mentioned 
for the Picton-street scheme. 

_ To give effect to these proposals, the hous- 
ing committee recommend the suspension of 
standing order 225 requiring tenders to be 
obtained for the execution of works. 


Loans Under the Housing Acts 


THe Counci also had before them on 
Tuesday suggestions of the finance commit- 
tee for relaxing conditions under which loans 
may be made under the Housing Acts for 
the acquisition, improvement and conver- 
sion of houses, flats, etc. In general such 
loans are restricted to applicants who intend 
themselves to occupy the whole, or the 
major part of the dwelling in respect of 
which the loan is made, but in view of the 
present housing shortage the committee have 
considered whether their rules in this respect 
could be relaxed. 

The present rules restrict the amount of 
sub-letting, either furnished or unfurnished, 
to very minor proportions, and preclude, for 
example, an advance in respect of a house 
which has been converted into two flats with 
vacant possession of one only, although an 
advance would be allowed in respect of a 
separate purchase of the vacant flat, if that 
were practicable. A borrower whose require- 
ments are insufficient to warrant his occu- 
pation of the whole or the greater part of 
a house might be enabled, the committee 
think, to purchase if he were permitted to 
sub-let to a larger extent than at present. 
An increase in the supply of housing accom- 
modation available for letting might result, 
particularly in the larger old-fashioned 
houses with three or four storeys, which 
might thus be prevented from falling into 
decay. 

In their report the finance committee 
State that they have accordingly decided to 
consider applications for advances in respect 
of properties which are, or are intended to 
be, sub-let, provided that the amount of sub- 
letting is taken into consideration in assess- 
ing the value of the house, that overcrowd- 
ing does not result, that no new tenancies 
are created without the consent of the Coun- 
cil, and that rents charged for new tenancies 
are subject to their approval. 

They do not suggest that this relaxation 
should extend to furnished sub-letting. 


Cest of Three-bedroomed Dwellings 


In answer to a question by Lady Pepler 
on July 14, Mr. Stamp said the average cost 
of a three-bedroom house, including the 
Council’s overheads, but excluding the cost 
of land, roads and sewers, was £1,840 inside 
the County and £1,660 outside the County. 

To quote an average cost for a three- 
bedroom flat might prove to be misleading. 
Planning and density considerations dictated 
the type of block to be erected and the 
average cost of a three-bedroom flat varied 
in different types of blocks and with differ- 
ing storey heights. On the basis of normal 
site conditions and including overheads but 
excluding the cost of land, roads and sewers, 
the average costs of three-bedroom flats and 
maisonettes were as follows:— 

Balcony access type: Three-storey, £2,230, 
five-storey, £2,300. Staircase access type: 
Three-storey, £2,240; five-storey, £2,560. 
Maisonettes: Four-storey, £2,340. 


Building Courses 

Prospectus No. 1 of the South East 
London Technical College, Lewisham-way, 
SE4, gives particulars of various courses 
held in the Building Department. 





177 


HOUSE INTERIORS 
Discussion on Bailey Committee’s 


Report 


ITHE first conference held to discuss the 
findings and conclusions of the Bailey 
Committee’s Report on “ Quicker Comple- 
tion of House Interiors ” was recently held 
in London, sponsored by the Southern 
Counties Consultative Committee of Archi- 
tects and Builders. A large number of archi- 
tects, quantity surveyors and builders 
attended the meeting, which was under the 
chairmanship of Mr. E. R. Bowyer, JP. 

Mentioning some misunderstandings and 
misrepresentations of the Report’s inten- 
tions, Mr. J. H. ForsHaw, MC, FRIBA, 
MTPI, a member of the Bailey Committee, 
said he felt that much of the criticism was 
due to short-sighted self-interest among archi- 
tects who imagined that there would be less 
for them to do, and a conservatism provoked 
by similar motives in the building industry. 

Referring to the reception accorded to 
the Committee’s recommendations on 
modular planning, he said it was not denied 
that a preferred dimension of three feet 
might not be the best choice, but there was 
no attempt to legislate on this point. It was 
certainly hoped that the recommendations 
would give some impetus towards the estab- 
lishment of a society for the widespre:3 
adoption of modular building and factory 
production in the industry, but the Com- 
mittee was mainly concerned with what 
might be done now in a short-term pro- 
gramme with present facilities. 

He stressed that if the Report’s recom- 
mendations came into effect, it would not 
be because of the dictates off Whitehall. 
The Government could not act without the 
voluntary co-operation of the local author- 
ities. while as regards any radical changes 
in method and material the last word was 
with the building industry itself. At the 
same time this did not mean that the respon- 
sibilities of architects and their clients, the 
local authorities, were in any way lessened, 
but rather greater. 

There were too many people who thought 
that it was possible to find means to reduce 
the cost of housing without paying attention 
to the detailed form and structure of the 
proposed house. This seemed to him non- 
sense. At the other extreme were those who 
were prepared ruthlessly to abandon the 
quality of the house in favour of speed and 
reduced costs. To meet the needs of the 
country’s building programme, it was neces- 
sary for the industry to adopt more machine 
practices, more factory manufactured pro- 
ducts, and for a greater use to be made of 
new methods and new tools. Nor was that 
all, for these new developments would only 
take place within an alert organisation 
where the intention to co-operate was fore- 
most in the minds of directors and opera- 
tives. He stressed that the situation demanded 
more courage, ingenuity and leadership 
from the building industry and more public 
spirit from the architects. 

A spirited discussion ensued among those 
present, many questions being answered by 
Mr. Forshaw and other Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government officials in atten- 
dance who had done research work for the 
Bailey Committee’s Report. Mr. iJ. 
Greaves, OBE, FRIBA, vice-chairman of 
the Southern Counties Consultative Com- 
mittee of Architects and Builders, summing- 
up at the end of the Conference, commented 
that he felt that the meeting had with minor 
exceptions supported the conclusions of th 
Bailey Committee Report. 
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Housing and Planning Conference 


Requisitioned Property 


6 ieee Future of Requisitioned Property 
was the subject of a paper presented 
by Miss M. R. Scuorrecp, LIM, FIHsg, 
Barrister-at-Law, Housing Manager to 
the Metropolitan Borough of Stoke 
Newington, at the Annual Regional 
Housing and Planning Conference held 
in London on June 30. ‘The chairman for 
the morning session of the conference, 
which was organised by the National 
Housing and Town Planning Council, 
was Mr. Horace Slim, vice-chairman of 
the Council, and in the afternoon the 
chair was taken by Alderman Mrs. V. A. L. 
Freeman, JP, chairman of the London 


Regional Executive Committee. We 
publish below the text of Miss Schofield’s 
paper : 


In February, 1952, the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government appointed 
a working party to examine the problem 
of ‘ Requisitioned Premises now in use 
for Housing.’”’ At the time of writing 
these notes the report of the working 
party has not been published, though an 
Interim Report was published in October, 
1952. The fact that over a year has 
elapsed since the appointment of the 
working party indicates the very real 
difficulties which will have to be overcome 
before property still held on requisition 
can be released. 

Under existing law the power to hold 
property on requisition for housing pur- 
poses ceases on December 10, 1954. 
The working party in the interim report 
recommended that “ certain local authori- 
ties should be asked to release all dwellings 
held on requisition by specific dates, i.e. 
(i) local authorities having one family or 
less per thousand of the population in 
requisitioned premises by December 10, 
1954; (ii) local authorities having be- 
tween one or two families per thousand 
of the population in requisitioned premises 
by December 10, 1954.” 

All the metropolitan boroughs have 
more than three families per thousand 
of the population housed in requisitioned 
property, and in some of them the 
number far exceeds 20 families per 
thousand of the population. It is therefore 
obvious that the problem in the London 
area requires special consideration. 

In February, 1952, when the Govern- 
ment drew the attention of local authori- 
ties to this problem there were 60,000 
families living in requisitioned properties 
at an annual cost to the Exchequer of 
{£3m., or approximately £50 per family 
housed. In the central London area 
where compensation rentals are high, 
the average loss per family housed was 
about £100 a year, though in some cases 
this rose to £200. In poorer areas the 
average loss was £30 to £35 a year per 
family housed. Net income from 
property mainly ranged from £45 to £65 
a year, irrespective of locality, and the cost 
of maintenance in many cases exceeded 
£30 per annum. (Statistics collated by 
Metropolitan Association of Chief Hous- 
Officers and Architects.) 

‘These facts indicate that the problems 
release are likely to vary from authority 


to authority and that the amount spent 
on repairs often far exceeds the amount 
which either an owner of rent-controlled 
property or a local authority could spend. 

In planning the future of requisitioned 
property, four parties merit consideration, 
the Government, the local authority, the 
owner, the licensee. 


THE GOVERNMENT 


House property was originally requisi- 
tioned under a Defence Regulation for 
the housing of families rendered homeless 
by enemy action. This was a national 
problem and the cost of the service was 
properly a charge on the Exchequer. 
Now, however, that requisitioned property 
is used increasingly to house families 
from the ordinary local authority waiting 
lists the retention of the property on its 
present basis calls for re-examination. 


THE LOCAL AUTHORITY 


The usefulness of requisitioned property 
to the local authority housing pool is 
apparent. Some local authorities insist 
that all applicants for housing accom- 
modation must first of all live in requisi- 
tioned property, and from these families 
they select tenants for permanent property. 
Other authorities where the requisitioned 
property is poor use it to house urgent 
housing cases of more recent application, 
and small terrace houses have been set 
aside for the housing of problem families 
considered unsuitable for living in a 
block of flats. It has also been possible 
to find accommodation in single rooms 
for old people who could not otherwise 
have been helped. 

The property has been held with 
considerable freedom of action, without 
any local financial burden. "There has 
been power to adapt property to meet 
local needs, and £100 can be spent on 
repairs without prior consent by the 
Ministry. 

This pool of requisitioned property 
is, however, tending to lose its value in 
those areas in which the property is 
inferior. By reason of its age, it becomes 
more and more difficult to maintain, and 
by reason of its lack of amenity, increas- 
ingly difficult to let. In those instances in 
which only part of a property is requisi- 
tioned, the problem of reaching agree- 
ment with the owner on the cost of repairs 
likewise grows more difficult. 


THE OWNER 


Many properties have now been held on 
requisition for over 12 years and the 
position of the owners needs considera- 
tion. The owner of investment property 
has generally done well out of the situation. 
He has drawn his compensation rental 
regularly without responsibility for 
management or maintenance. Outmoded 
property has been given a new lease of 
life by conversion, and sub-standard 
property has been kept alive, but often at 
a cost disproportionate to its real value. 

On the other hand, many owners are 
still deprived of the right to reoccupy 
their own property, and owners in genuine 
need of financial relief have been unable 
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to sell. In other cases owners who woul 
have relieved the housing problem 
members of their own families have ben 
unable to do so. 


THE LICENSEE 


Many licensees are comfortably house; 
in requisitioned property and ask fy, 
nothing better. Those, however, who 
are housed in poorer properties, in house 
where water supplies and sanitary arrange. 
ments are shared, clamour for permanent 


accommodation. Further, a feeling of 
insecurity of tenure exists amongst 
licensees. 


The Government is obviously anxious 
to end a situation based on a war. 
time regulation which is costly to the 
taxpayer. It is not a natural situation, 
but although the earliest possible restor- 
tion of the normal functions of the law 
of supply and demand appears mos 
desirable, the wholesale release of requisi- 
tioned property in the London area would 
cause chaos and could not be contem- 
plated. The interim report of the working 
party suggests that this latter viewpoint 
is accepted. 

Three main solutions to the problem 
present themselves: (a) The progressive 
release of requisitioned property within: 
planned scheme; (6) reconsideration of 
the basis of financial responsibility, includ- 
ing a review of weekly charges ; (c) in- 
creasing the licensee’s responsibility for 
carrying out minor internal repairs. 


(1) PROGRESSIVE RELEASE 


(1) Properties vacated voluntarily o 
by transfer of licensees, or at least those 
involving serious loss through high com- 
pensation rentals or heavy maintenance 


costs, should be released from requisition. | 


This would not be easy where a house i 
occupied by more than one family, 3 
it might not be possible to move all the 
families at once. 


(ii) The local authority should set aside 
an annual percentage of its lettings 0 
permanent dwellings for rehousing fami 
lies from requisitioned properties. This 
percentage should be related to the number 
of lettings available, and the number 0 
urgent cases on the waiting list. Reli¢ 
from this source is, however, likely to be 
slow, since the average rate of housing 
production in the Metropolitan borough 
is about 200 dwellings per annum. 

(iii) The London County Council and 
the New Towns should be asked to assist 
by granting a percentage of lettings, each 
according to its strength. 

(iv) Part-requisitioned properties shoulé 
be released, since relationships betwee? 
the licensee and owner-occupier or owner $ 
tenants are often difficult, apart from the 
problem of securing the owner’s agree 
ment on repairs which are a joint respons 
bility. 

(v) Steps should be taken to bring 
owner and licensee together, with a vie¥ 
to: (a) The owner accepting the license 
as tenant; (6) the purchase of the pr 
perty by the licensee. 

(vi) Property should be released to 
owner: (a) For his own occupation “ 
that of a close relative; (6) for sale ™ 
case of financial hardship. 
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(vii) Suitable properties should be pur- 
chased by the local authority, but this is 
only likely to be attractive if financial 
arrangements can be made so as to limit 
the loc al burden. 

(viii) Licensees should be transferred 
from properties having a strong case for 
release to properties where release is 
less urgent. 

(ix) A high rate of house building must 
be maintained. 

These methods will by no means solve 
the problem of requisitioned property in 
London. The tocal authority will, in any 
event, be left with property good and bad, 
which the owner for his own reasons does 
not wish to administer. 


(II) FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 


(i) The operation of a progressive plan 
for the release of the requisitioned pro- 
perty will reduce the annual loss to the 
Exchequer, but the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, in Circular 23/53, 
stated quite clearly that ‘‘ a term must be 
put to the financial responsibility of the 
Government.”’ It would appear, there- 
fore, that local authorities must contem- 
plate accepting at least a share of the 
financial burden. This would be fair, 
since requisitioned property is now used 
equally with permanent property for hous- 
ing applicants from the general waiting 
list; the financial burden should not, 
however, be more onerous in effect than 
the present arrangements for permanent 
housing. 

(ii) Weekly charges. Local authorities 
have been asked to review weekly charges 
for requisitioned property where this is 
not already done. Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government. Circular 73/52 
points out that many local authorities 
have increased the charges for requisitioned 
property, and have kept them in step with 
the increase which has been made in the 
rents of their own houses. The practice 
has not, however, been uniform and the 
Minister is convinced that much more 
should be done in this direction. 

Many licensees were rendered home- 

less and rehoused in requisitioned pro- 
perties for which they were asked to pay a 
similar amount to the rent paid for the 
premises from which they had come. 
This sum often bore no ‘relation to the 
amount which the local authority was 
entitled to charge under Ministry of 
Health Circulars 183 and 224 of 1945. 
It is also interesting to note that a number 
of local authorities have not adhered to 
strict application of these circulars, and a 
variety of local formule for assessing 
weekly charges appear to be in operation. 
_ The following example will serve to 
illustrate the fairness of a revision in 
weekly charges : . 

In 1944 a man, wife and five children 


occupied a requisitioned property, for 
Which — lecal authority could have 
a £1 12s. 9d. per week. The 
eekly « 


uarge was then fixed at £1 7s. 6d. 
and was the amount formerly paid 
as rent by the ingoing licensee. In 1953 
all five children are living at home and 
caring. !t would be no hardship for the 
ull amount of £1 12s. 9d. to be charged. 

The problem for those local authorities 
w have not carried out systematic 
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revision of weekly charges is a consider- 
able one, since each property must be 
dealt with individually. The full amount 
of the local authority’s, outgoings can 
never be obtained in some cases of high- 
rented property ; regard must be paid to 
the state of repair and the general amenity 
of the property, together with the ability 
of the licensee to pay. Therefore, an 
overall percentage increase would not be 
satisfactory. No revision of charges can, 
however, bridge the gap between income 
and expenditure. 


(III) LICENSEE’S RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR REPAIRS 


Since the cost of maintenance in 
requisitioned property is generally high, 
local authorities might find it worth while 
to examine the extent to which minor 
repairs could be made the responsibility 
of the licensee. ‘These minor works in 
scattered property are often dispropor- 
tionately costly in men’s time to the 
actual repair to be carried out. The case 
for making licensees responsible for 
internal decoration is less clear, owing to 
the wide variety in the types of property 
held on requisition, but it might be 
possible for local schemes to be put into 
operation, increasing tenants’ responsi- 
bility in this sphere of maintenance. 

These notes are but a recapitulation of 
a much-discussed problem, and despite 
all efforts which may be made to reduce 
the number of properties held on requisi- 
tion, all concerned must be reconciled to 
the fact that in the London area many 
years must elapse before the present 
situation is brought to its conclusion. 


Densities of Population 


on of the advantages to be obtained 

through vertical development were 
outlined by Mr. SERGE! KADLEIGH, 
AA(Hons)Dipl., ARIBA, when he pre- 
sented a paper entitled ‘‘ The Case for 
and against rigidly applied densities of 
population,” in the afternoon. The 
following extracts are taken from his 
paper : 

In recent years we have become very 
much alive to the fact that if such a small 
country as Britain is to support her great 
population and survive and prosper in 
the critical days ahead, there must be a 
considerable change in outlook on the 
subject of development. It is recognised 
that we cannot afford to continue to 
develop in the indiscriminate way that we 
have been doing since the beginning of 
the industrial revolution, but that in 
future all development must be considered 
in the best interests of the nation as a 
whole. In an attempt to put this new 
outlook into practice special Town Plan- 
ning Acts have been passed, and technical 
officers trained and appointed to 
administer them. It is from this point 
then that our study of development must 
begin, and the first step is to find out what 
are the nation’s basic requirements from 
her land so that we may know what kind 
of development is likely to benefit the 
country most. 

We may with confidence agree with 
Dr. Dudley Stamp (as he states in * The 
Land of Britain’’) that these basic needs 
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are work, homes, food, and communica- 
tions (to sustain the standard of life of 
our great population), recreation (for its 
health of mind and body) and defence, 


The nation, we are told, 
greater productivity from her population, 
which is mainly industrial; it is evident, 
therefore, that a more efficient relation- 
ship of industry, labour and transport, 
would be of greater benefit, which 
indicates that a compact form of develop- 
ment is desirable. From the point of 
view of homes, it seems that an open 
form of development is required to pro- 
vide “‘ample dwellings, spacious sur- 
roundings and plenty of room close at 
hand for outdoor activities,’ whilst the 
desire for “‘ convenience, accessibility and 
sociability’? would seem to imply a 
compact form of community. As for 
food, we all know the importance of 
growing as much of our own food as 
possible and consequently not building 
over food-producing land unless there is 
no alternative. This requires our sprawl- 
ing towns and cities to be kept within 
their present bounds, to prevent them 
encroaching any further upon the sur- 
rounding countryside. The congested 
state of our communications, especially 
in our towns, is increasing rapidly and 
the resulting drain on the nation’s 
resources can no longer be ignored. This 
situation is due only in part to the generally 
accepted theory of urban ities com- 
bined with the limitations of roads, 
railways, and the systems of transport, for 
the greater portion of the blame rests 
on the way our urban communities are 
planned, which makes almost every neces- 
sity of life dependent upon public trans- 
port. It is only reasonable to suppose 
that any future development would be 
expected to promise a material reduction 
on the load on communications. by 
bringing more of the necessities of life 
within easy reach of the population and by 
freeing the space around buildings for 
improving transport systems. As the 
greatest source of recreation the nation 
possesses is her countryside, it is natural 
that in considering this question we should 
not only wish to provide open and 
playing fields for each community, but 
also want to preserve our countryside by 
checking the rapid expansion of towns 
over it. Finally, considerations of defence 
would seem to indicate that we require 
smaller centres of population separated 
from one another by as much open space 
as the nation can afford. 

To these main considerations may be 
added that of finance. Our administrative 
machinery has become so unwieldy and 
divorced from the community that the 
ever-increasing cost to the ratepayer is 
rapidly becoming insupportable. In 
addition, the present method of financing 
housing by means of permanent state 
subsidies, which have already reached 
astronomic figures, is a desperate emer- 
gency measure which no nation can be 
expected to bear indefinitely. These 
circumstances clearly indicate the need 
for smaller communities to ease the 
financial burden by reducing cost of 
administration and by developing in @ 
form which can pay its way without 
permanent subsidy. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Houses on Site of Proposed Ring Road 


HE appeal of Mr. E. J. Self against the 
refusal of the Enfield UDC, acting on 
behalf of the Middlesex County Council, 
to allow him to build 49 houses on land 
to the north of Holmsdale, Bullsmoor-lane, 
has’ been considered by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government following 
the holding of a public inquiry. 

Permission was refused by the Council 
on the ground that the proposed develop- 
ment would be contrary to the proposals 
of the County Development Plan, in which 
the site is shown as forming part of the 
line of the “D” ring road. 


The appeal site comprises the unde- 
veloped portion of the Holmsdale housing 
estate situated to the north of Bullsmoor- 
lane between Hertford-road and Great 
Cambridge-road. 


It was contended on behalf of the 
appellant that his particular portion of the 
ptoposed ring road was probably one of 
its most expensive sections and that, in any 
case, the ring road did not have the sup< 
port of other county councils and might 
never be constructed. It was wrong, said 
the appellant, to hold up any longer hous- 
ing development for which all services were 
now available, when the ring road project was 
not a firm proposal. 


The appellant further suggested that his 
proposals could be carried out in agreement 
with the local planning authority on a 
revised lay-out. The alignment. of the ring 
road could be moved further to the north 
and provision made for demolishing about 
14 houses in Lodge-crescent. In his view, 
these houses would have to come down 
even if the ring road proposals were carried 
out on the present alignment. 


On behalf of the Council, it was stated 
that it was not possible at this stage to 
define more precisely the alignment of the 
ring road so as to leave room for the 
appellant’s houses. It was not known, for 
example, whether the road, if built, would 
be on an embankment or a viaduct. 

The Minister states that without prejudice 
to his decision on the County Development 
Plan, and the “D” ring road proposals 
contained therein, he has come to the con- 
clusion, after consulting with the Minister 
of Transport, that he must safeguard the 
line of the road in this section and must, 
therefore. uphold the Council’s refusal. 


Proposed Food Storage Depot on River 
Medway 


AN APPEAL by Messrs. C. A. S. Industrial 
Developments, Ltd., against the Kent County 
Council’s refusal to grant them planning 
permission to erect a building of 15,690 
sq. ft. floor area for food storage and distri- 
bution purposes- on land at Station-road. 
Aylesford, has been allowed by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government. The 
appeal site is on the opposite bank of the 
River Medway to the 12th-century mansion 
known as the Friars, which is the head- 
quarters of the Carmelite Monks, who 
opposed the application. 


Permission had been refused on _ the 


ground that the proposed development was 
not shown to be part of a scheme for 
developing the site in such a manner as io 
provide adequate vistas, and that any scheme 
which did not make that provision would 
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seriously injure the amenities of the locality. 

In giving his decision, the Minister states 
that he has great sympathy with the point 
of view of the Carmelite Order, and appreci- 


ates the importance to them of the surround-. 


ings and the view from the Friars. On the 
other hand, the site is a good one for light 
industrial purposes and is of small use for 
anything else. 


In view of the great pressure on land in 
this country, the Ministér feels that objec- 
tion to development must be very strong 
before he ought to refuse permission for the 
useful development of land, which, in its 
present state, is virtually waste. It does not 
seem to him that in the present case the 
objection is strong enough to outweigh the 
importance of bringing the land into good 
In coming to this conclusion he has 
taken into account the character of the 
development which has already taken place 
on the south side of the river, and also the 
appellants’ willingness to take every care in 
the siting and design of the building so as 
to interfere as little as possible with the 
view from the Friars. 


REPAIR OF HISTORIC 


CHURCHES 


First Distribution of Grants 


TOTAL of 46 well-known parish 
churches and five free church places 
of worship are to receive a share of the 
first distribution of grants, totalling £23,700, 
by the Historic Churches Preservation Trust. 


The trust is making its largest grant, 
£3,000, to the parish church of St. Lawrence, 
at Ludlow, Shropshire, where £45,000 is 
required for the elim‘nation of the death- 
watch beetle from the medieval roof and 
for the refacing of the exterior walls. 


The parish church of St. Mary-the-Virgin, 
Tunstead, Norfolk, built in the fourteenth 
century, is to receive £2,500. The fifteenth- 
century parish church of Holy Trinity, Long 
Melford, Suffolk, will receive £1,000, and 
similar sums are to be made available to 
All Saints, Boughton Aluph, Kent, and to 
the fifteenth-century church of St. Mary-the- 
Virgin and All Saints, Fotheringay, North- 
amptonshire. 


Four churches in London will each receive 
£500. They are St. Bartholomew-the-Great, 
Smithfield, St. Dunstan, Stepney, St. Giles- 
in-the-field, Holborn, and St. Pancras, 
Euston-road. Wesley’s Chapel in the City- 
road will receive £250. 


Other Grants 


In addition to the churches already men- 
tioned grants are made to the following 
churches:— 


PROVINCE OF CANTERBURY.—Canterbury: Ivychurch 
(£500), Graveney (£500). Birmingham: Austrey, St. 
Nicholas (£250), Castle Bromwich, St. Mary and St. 
Margery (£250). Chelmsford: Stebbing (£500). Ely: 
Watsoken (£400), Offord Cluny (£200), Abbotsley 
(£200), Fordham (£200). Hereford: Leominster priory 
church (£200). Oxford: Kidlington (£300), Islip 
(£300), Lambourn (£350), Ashampstead (£150), Edles- 
borough (£800), Bletchley (£200), and Bierton (£400). 
Peterborough: West Haddon (£500). St. Albans: Ash- 
well (£500) and Portenhall (£250). St. Edmundsbury 
and Ipswich: Wickham Market (£700), Haughley 
(£400), and Glemsford (£400). 

PROVINCE OF YoRK.—Blackburn: St. Michael’s-on- 
Wyre (£250). Carlisle: Dean (£125), Arthuret (£125), 
Brough-under-Stainmore (£125), and Colton (£125). 
Chester: Ashton-upon-Mersey (£250), Bunbury (£250), 


Handley (£250), and Nantwich (£250). Liverpool: 
Prescot (£250). Sheffield: Arksey (£250) and 
Laughton (£250). Southwell: Langar (£500) and 
Blyth (£500). 

CHURCHES OF OTHER DENOMINATIONS.—Risley 


Presbyterian Church, Lancashire (£250); Society of 
Friends Meeting House, Claverham, Somerset (£250); 
Ipswich Unitarian Chapel (£250); and Bury St. 
Edmunds Unitarian Chapel (£250). 
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BUILDING MATERIALS 


Encouraging Increase in Production 


'HE increase in the production of building 
materials was referred to by Mr. Hugg 
Motson, Parliamentary Secretary io the 
Ministry of Works, at Poole, Dorset, op 
July 25. Mr. Molson said:— 


Since we came into office there has been, 
most encouraging increase in the production 
of building materials. If there has been 
nevertheless some local scarcity of bricks and 
cement, this is because the building industry, 
without more workers, has produced so many 
more new buildings. Despite the floods op 
the East Coast, which put some cement 
works temporarily out of action, cement pro- 
duction during the past 12 months has jp. 
creased by four per cent. Brick production 
has risen during the same period by 
474,000,000 bricks, or eight per cent. This 
is most encouraging and shows what can be 
done when you make an appeal to the 
industry. 

We have also shown trust and have done 
away with all price controls. During the 
past two years the wages paid in the cement 
industry have increased by more than five 
per cent., and this year coal costs the industry 
10 per cent. more. Despite this, there was 
no increase in the price of cement until 
March this year, and even now the price has 
only increased by 4s. a ton or about four 
per cent. Since price control was lifted, the 


price index of building materials has fallen 


by some three to four per cent. 


At the Ministry of Works we have tried 
to do what we could to set the builders free, 
First of all the general free limit was raised 
from £100 to £200 in July, 1952; then at the 
beginning of this year it was raised from 
£200 to £500. 
dustrial field we have now exempted from 
control all work up to £2,000 and, indeed, 
all industrial work is licensed freely. A great 
increase ‘has taken place in the value of fac 
tory work licensed; 60 per cent. more has 
been licensed thys far in .1953 than in the 
corresponding period in 1952. 


I hope it may be possible for us to take a 
further step forward. Mr. Macmillan’s 
wonderful success in increasing the output of 
houses is largely due to his having abolished 
the arbitrary limit to the number that might 
be built. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. Guy DaRNELL has been appointed London 
Area Manager for Steel Radiators, Ltd., Bridge-rd., 
Southall. Mr. Darnell has been associated with 
Messrs. Rhodes, Brydon & Youatt, Ltd., for over 
20 years. 

Eastwoods, Ltd., Sir . GILBERT 
Davis, Bart., AMIChemE, and Mr. E. W. YETTON, 
ACIS, have been co-opted to the Board. Mr. E. W. 
Yetton vacates his position as secretary and assistant 
general manager to. the company. Mr. H. E 
SEVERN, ACIS, has been appointed secretary and 
Mr. KENNETH MILLER, ARICS, assistant general 
manager. ; 

Two of the original members of the board of 
Mills Scaffold Co., Ltd., MR. ALLAN Macseti, the 
chairman, and Lt.-CoLr. L. P. Wimpy, a director. 
have recently retired. 


announce that 





Change of Address 
As from August 4, the address of the 


following associations will be changed 


6, Mount-row, W1 (telephone number: 
Mayfair 8334/5). The Plate Glass Associa: 
tion; National Federation of Constructional 
Glass Associations; Glass Benders’ Associa 
tion; National Council of Glazing 
Employers; London Glaziers Employers 
Federation; National Association of Glass 
workers’ Employers; London Employers 
Plate Glass Trades Association. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Size of Houses 


ON July 14 Mr. BLENKINSOP asked ‘the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment if he would give the proportions of 
one, two, three and more than three-bed- 
roomed houses on approved tenders in the 
first quarter of 1953 as compared with the 
first quarter of 1952. 
Mr. MARPLES, who replied, said that 
the following were the figures :— 


NEW DWELLINGS FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
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mittee on Consumption Licensing of Soft- 
wood. 


Mr. HurbD asked what decision had been 
reached on the progressive relaxation of the 
licensing of softwood in the light of the 
estimate now agreed that the complete 
removal of licensing would result in an 
increase in consumption of only 230,000 
standards a year. 

BRIGADIER MEDLIcOTT asked the Minister 
if he would now give consideration to the 
representations of the Timber Industries 


AND NEW TOWNS ON TENDERS APPROVED 





























= One-bedroom Two-bedroom Three-bedroom Ste Ran-tiree 
bedrooms 
Per cent. Per cent. , Per cent, Per cent. 
No. of Total No. of Total No. of Total No. of Total 
Houses AND FLATS: 
First quarter of 1952 2,961 7.7 14,706 38.0 20,244 52.4 743 1.9 
First quarter of 1953 4,087 8.4 17,766 36.5 25,979 53.4 795 1.7 
HOUSES : 
First quarter of 1952 770 2.7 8,706 30.2 18,792 65.1 587 2.0 
First quarter of 1953 1,352 3.6 11,308 30.1 24,347 64.7 591 1.6 

















Prefabricated Colonial Houses 


On July 15, Mr. BERESFORD CRADDOCK 
asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
to what extent prefabricated houses made 
in this country were being exported to the 
Colonies; and whether he would draw the 
attention of Colonial Governments to the 
excellence of the British product and the 
contribution it could make to the housing 
problem in the Colonies. 

*Mr. LYTTELTON said that prefabricated 
buildings to the value of £618,000 were 
exported in 1952 to 24 territories. Colonial 
Governments were aware of the potentiali- 
ties of this type of building. 


Brick Supply in Scotland 


On July 15, in reply to Major Anstruther- 
Gray, the Minister of Works, Sir Davip 
EccLeEs, said that his department had received 
no complaints during the last two months 
of shortages of bricks in South-East Scotland. 


Science in Industry 


On July 20, during a debate on science in 
industry, Mr. MOoLson, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works, urged 
that manufacturers should take a wider 
interest. He stated that the British Elec- 
tricity Authority, in collaboration with the 
Building Research Station, was developing 
the manufacture of bricks from the ash of 
power stations. 

Mr. HERVEY RHODES said that science 
applied to building was one of the most 
important contributions that could be made, 


because building for industry was not 
adequate to serve its purpose. 

Control of Softwood 

On July 20 Mr. Errowt asked the 


Minister of Materials why the consumption 
of Canadian softwood was controlled while 
the consumption of aluminium, of Canadian 
origin, for use as a substitute for softwood, 
was made freely available. 

Sik ARTHUR SALTER said that the question 
of controlling particular commodities was 
determined with reference to the general 
conditions of supply, demand and major use 
In each case. The marginal use of some 
aluminium as a substitute for softwood 
involved a very small fraction indeed of 
the imports of either softwood or aluminium 
and was not on a scale to justify a change 
in the main policy. 

Mr. Errott asked the Minister if he 
would make a statement of Government 
Policy arising out of the report of the Com- 


Committee and the timber trade generally 
to the effect that any seeming disadvantage 
arising from increased home consumption of 
timber would be outweighed by the advan- 
tages accruing from the removal of this last 
major control. which would restore to users 
a free choice of materials: and. as the 
present time presented a favourable oppor- 
tunity, if he would take this step immedi- 
ately. 

Sir ARTHUR SALTER said that the opinions 
of the timber trade were given due con- 
sideration. He must point out, however, 
that the cost of importing 230,000 standards, 
at present prices, would be no less than 
£15m. Even with allowance for offsetting 
economies, the prospective increase in soft- 
wood consumption, and therefore in imports, 
if consumption control were removed, would 
be formidable. But the Government had 
no wish to arrive at hasty conclusions on 
this account without weighing completelv 
the other factors involved. He would make 
an announcement as soon as a decision was 
reached. 
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many had public works departments and 
that they were afraid that unless they could 
get permission to carry on with their build- 
ing programmes they would have to 
disperse the forces which they had built up, 
and would have difficulty in reassembling. 
them. 

Mr. MARPLEs said there had been no cut 
in the housing programme, which was now 
running at the rate of 300,000 houses a year. 
The bricks and cement which were being 
produced would not support a figure higher 
than that, and it would be folly to start 
more houses than there were materials to- 
finish. 

Mr. HicaGs asked if the best use was being: 
made of the supplies of bricks, and was full 
consideration given to the difficulties of 
individual private builders when small 
orders were difficult to execute in view of 
the large orders placed by other concerns. 

Mr. MarpPLEs said he was satisfied that 
brick supplies were being used in an 
economical way. A circular had been issued 
to local authorities suggesting that substitute 
materials such as an inner skin of. breeze: 
should be used instead of bricks. 

Mr. FERNYHOUGH asked for an assurance 
that no local authorities would be prevented 
this year from building as many houses as 
were built in the last 12 months. 

Mr. MarPLES said that the rate at which 
they were building in 1953 was 300,000 and 
the rate for 1954 would be no less than this 
figure. In all the circumstances that was a 
remarkable increase on what they were 
building in 1950. 


Size of Houses 


On July 21 Sir LEONARD ROPNER asked’ 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment how many two-, three-, four- and five- 
apartment houses, respectively, were built 
by local authorities during the year ended 
June, 1953, in England. 

Mr. MarPLEs said that the following state- 
ment showed the new permanent dwellings 
built by local authorities and new towns in 
England during the year ended March 31, 
1953:— 


ANALYSIS OF BEDROOM TYPES 

















One Two Three Four Five or more 
Bedroom Bedrooms Bedrooms Bedrooms Bedrooms Total 
Number of houses and flats... 12,965 60,493 85,683 4,212 71 163,424 
Numb f houses included 
‘aeone ee — ned 4,444 40,008 81,091 3,677 68 129,288 











Mr. ErrROxt asked if the Minister could 
make a progressive relaxation in the licens- 
ing of the consumption of imported soft- 
woods in order to see whether the demand 
had really reached the figures estimated. 

Sir ARTHUR SALTER said that some slight 
relaxations had been made, but the Ministry 
would carefully consider whether further 
relaxations were now possible. 

Mr. Hurp asked if they could take it 
that the Minister would try to free one use 
after another. He (Mr. Hurd) was referring 
to the end use so that they could get real 
economies in the case of housebuilding and 
so on. 

Sir ARTHUR SALTER replied that there 
was: considerable difficulty in taking out one 
or two further cases for relaxation because 
they overlapped so much, but the matter 
was being urgently worked on. 


Rate of Building 

On July 21 Mr. FERNYHOUGH asked the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Housing and Local.Government whether he 
was aware that the local authorities on 
Tyneside believed that the Ministry was out 
to reduce their housing programme; that 


Washing Coppers 


On July 21 Mr. Hurp asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government why he 
considered that it was necessary to insist on 
a copper being installed in every case where 
a grant-in-aid for improvements was 
approved under the Housing Act, 1949, in 
view of the fact that some people preferred 
alternative facilities for washing clothes. 

Mr. MarPLes said that the Minister did 
not insist on coppers being installed. He 
had the duty under the Act of 1949 to 
specify the requirements, i.e., the services, 
amenities and physical conditions with 
which a dwelling should conform if it was 
to earn a grant, but he had also a power of 
waiver which he was always ready to 
exercise in appropriate cases. 


Basildon New Town 

On July 21 Mr. Braine asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government whether 
he was aware that development of heat, 
light and power services in Laindon and 
other residential parts of the New Town 
of Basildon was being impeded as a result 
of protracted negotiations between the 
Basildon New Town Development Corpora- 
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tion and the Eastern Electricity Board; and 
whether he would take the necessary steps 
to bring these negotiations to a speedy and 
effective conclusion. 

Mr. MarPLEs said that the Minister was 
not aware that there had been protracted 
negotiations which had caused delay. There 
were, of course, areas where development 
by the Corporation would not begin for 
some time but he understood that the pro- 
posed layout plans would shortly be avail- 
able to the Board. 


Bucklersbury House 


On July 21 Sir Epwarp KEELING asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether he would make a further 


statement about the proposal to build 
Bucklersbury House to a_height of 
170 feet. 


Mr. MarPLES said that the Minister was 
not yet in a position to make a statement, 
but would do so as soon as possible. 


Festival Gardens 


On July 21 Mr. CoLeGaTeE asked the 
Minister of Works whether he was yet able 
to make a statement about the future of the 
Festival Pleasure Gardens. 

Sir Davip Ecctes said that the House 
would be sorry to learn that the attendances 
at the Battersea Festival Gardens and Fun 
Fair were running well below the level at 
which a profit could be made. It was 
evident that the company would not pay its 
expenses unless fresh capital on a substantial 
scale was invested. He had, therefore, asked 
the LCC who were considering the matter, 
whether they agreed to wind up the com- 
pany at the end of this season or would 
prefer to carry on alone. In an effort to 
attract larger numbers to the Gardens the 
Board had reduced the entrance fee to 6d. 
He very much hoped that this substantial 
reduction would be widely noted. 


* The Burghers of Calais ” 


On July 21 Lapy Tweepsmurr asked the 
Minister of Works whether he had yet come 
to a decision to remove the plinth from 
Rodin’s “ Burghers of Calais.” 

Sir Davip Ecc es said that when he had 
the money he would try to get agreement 
to moving the statue and placing it on a 
lower plinth. 


Scottish Housing Association 


On July 21 Lapy Tweepsmuir asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland whether he 
‘would make a statement about the present 
and future activities of the Scottish Special 
Housing Association. 

Mr. Stuart said that the Association had 
since the war been authorised to build about 
30,000 houses for the general population in 
districts where the need for houses was 
greatest. In addition, they had undertaken 
4 special programme of some 10,500 houses 
for miners and to a limited extent they built 
as agents for Government Departments and 
local authorities. They had so far com- 
pleted 21,864 houses and had 6,417 under 
construction. When further progress was 
made with the work already in hand the 
extent of their future activities would be 
‘considered and he was not in a position at 
‘present to make any statement on that point. 


Smokeless Zones 


On July 21 Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the 
‘Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether he would encourage local 
authorities to establish smokeless zones, in 
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view of the experience of Manchester and 
Coventry. 

Mr. MaRPLES said he would where such 
a course was practicable. 


Housing Loans 


On July 21 Mr. Sparks asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer if he would 
take steps to arrange for housing loans to 
local authorities from the Public Works 
Loan Board to be advanced for shorter 
periods than 60 years, or alternatively to 
permit break clauses in the terms upon 
which the Board advanced money to local 
authorities. 

Mr. Boyp-CaRPENTER | said 
matter was under consideration. 


that this 


Brick Supplies 


On July 21 Mr. Sparks asked the 
Minister of Works if, during the present 
shortage in the supply of bricks for general 
building purposes, he would regulate sup- 
plies and take steps to increase production. 

Sir Davin Ecctes said that the policy 
of the present Government was to encourage 
those who were prepared to expand the 
production of bricks, and the success of that 
policy was reflected in the increase of 
nearly 20 per cent. in production since 
1951. He did not favour measures to 
regulate distribution. 


Gatwick Airport 

In the House of Commons on July 22 
Mr. LENNOX-Boyp, the Minister of Trans- 
port and Civil Aviation, said it was now 
a year since he announced the Government’s 
intention to develop Gatwick as the southern 
alternative to London Airport. During this 
time he had heard the views of the various 
local authorities and the Crawley Develop- 
ment Corporation, and further consideration 
had been given at the request of the Railway 
Executive to the siting of the runways near 
the very busy stretch of electrified London- 
Brighton line, which formed the eastern 
boundary of the aerodrome. The Govern- 
ment had now reviewed the project as a 
whole, and reaffirmed their intention to pro- 
ceed with the development of Gatwick. 

However, their plans had been modified 
in the light of discussions which had taken 
place. Both runways would be shifted west- 
wards by about half a mile, and the southern 
runway would be the first to be built, the 
northern runway being built later if the 
traffic required. The line of both runways 
would be swung five degrees counter-clock- 
wise. These changes rendered unnecessary 
the expensive westerly diversion of the Lon- 
don-Brighton road. It was now proposed to 
divert the road along the eastern boundary 
of the airport immediately to the west of 
the railway, so combining access to the 
terminal buildings and the airport with local 
access to the railway station. Moreover, as 
such access was required in any event, the 
proposed diversion of the road would not 
prejudice the ultimate construction of the 
Brighton radial road eastward of the main 
railway line. 

The new layout had several advantages 
over its predecessor, and Her Majesty’s 
Government were convinced that the thought 
they had given to the project in the past 
twelve months had been well worth while. 
The alterations in the plans would. of course, 
be discussed with the appropriate local 
authorities and the Crawley Development 
Corporation, and a public local inquiry 
would be held into the details. 

He had on more than one occasion re- 
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affirmed the Government’s determination 
that Prestwick should continue to be Britain’; 
second international airport and their inten- 
tion to carry out the further developments 
there as soon as economic conditions per. 
mitted. He was now glad to announce that 
the construction of a new subsidiary runway 
at Prestwick would be started next year, 
This runway, together with a new control 
tower, should be completed in 1956, and 
Prestwick would then be suitable for all 
existing types of civil aircraft in all wind 
conditions. 

Mr. Beswick said that if the Minister 
had found an answer to the complex prob- 
lems of the southern alternative to London 
airport he and his advisers would deserve 
the congratulations of the House. He asked 
when work would begin on the Gatwick 
scheme and to what extent the local public 
inquiry could recommend changes to the 
plan as now stated. Could an assurance be 
given that when the civil operators quitted 
Northolt the Minister would resist any 
attempt by the British or American military 
authorities to use Northolt for large-scale 
military operations in peace time? 

Mr. LENNOX-Boyp said he hoped that a 
solution had been found which would at 
any rate minimise some of the difficulties 
of the original scheme. He could not say 
when work would begin, because he must 
await the local public inquiry into the details 
of the scheme. The terms of reference had 
not been decided, but the Government had 
satisfied themselves on two points of policy’ 
first, there must be an alternate airport; 
second, that it should be at Gatwick. Thus 
the inquiry was bound to be limited to 
hearing and reporting on representations on 
the effect of the proposal on local interests, 
Many such inquiries had yielded useful and 
helpful results. Northolt would be surren- 
dered, he hoped, between 1955 and 1956 and 
would revert to the Royal Air Force, who 
had given an assurance that any flying there 
would be subordinate to the civil needs of 


‘London Airport. 


Mr. Orr-EwING asked what was the 
revised estimate for the Gatwick scheme 
following the revision. 

Mr. LENNOX-BoyD: We have made some 
economies, but the first part of the scheme, 
which may be all that will be necessary— 
time alone will show—will be about £6m. 

Sir GorRDON ToucHE: Can the Minister 
say how many houses are likely to be de- 
molished in this hitherto charming residential 
area, and will any compensation be given 
to other residents whose homes will be made 
extremely uncomfortable? 

Mr. LeNNox-Boyp: I regret that any 
development of this kind is bound to involve 
individual hardship. In the case of the 
southern runway, which is the first to be 
built, some 50 or 60 houses will have to 
be demolished. As to compensation, we 
are bound by the provisions of the Land 
Acquisition (Assessment of Compensation) 
Act, 1919, and it would be unwise for me 
to make any general comment. 


Forth Bridge 


On July 22, Major ANSTRUTHER-GRAY 
asked the Minister of Transport what steps 
he had taken to have Sir Bruce White's 
scheme for placing a roadway over 
present Forth railway bridge examined by 
independent and impartial experts. 

Mr. LenNox-Boyp said he was making 
arrangements for the examination of 
proposal by independent experts. The cost 
of this would be borne by his Department. 
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TIMBER STRUCTURAL 
SYSTEM 


Economy of Site Labour 


A STANDARD factory-produced unit for 
the construction of floors, walls or 
roofs is the basis of a structural system which 
is being marketed in this country by H. 
Newsum, Sons and Co., Ltd., Carholme-road, 
Lincoln. 

The elements of the system, known as 
the “ Trofdek” structural system, are stan- 
dard units made of resin-bonded plywood 
and light timber sections formed in a series 
of troughs, and dimensioned according to 
loading requirements for given spans. The 
widths of the units are standardised in 
multiples of 8 in., the depth being normally 
1-24 of span. The standard units weigh 
approximately 1.7 lb. per sq. ft., and possess 
sufficient rigidity to permit the handling of 
areas of up to 100 sq. ft. by two men. 

The manufacturers claim that, compared 


with equivalent systems, up to 60 per 
cent. of timber can be saved; and 
that on site up to 80 per cent. of 


labour can be eliminated without requir- 
ing special facilities or handling equipment. 
In a demonstration at their Lincoln factory 
they showed how, with a distributed load 
of 45 lb. per sq. ft. on an effective span of 
13 ft., the actual deflection was .38 in., as 
opposed to a maximum design deflection of 
52 in. It is understood that testing authori- 
ties have established that “ Trofdek” floor 
units can be loaded up to 315 lb. per sq. ft. 
over 12-ft. spans. It was demonstrated how 
220 sq. ft. of flooring could be mounted by 
two men within three minutes. A 4-ft. canti- 
lever was also found to be quite rigid when 
submitted to a live load of 160 Ib. per 
sq. ft. at its extreme edge. 

The units are suitable for gabled roofs, 
low-pitch or flat-roof construction, and can 
span from eaves to ridge, or parallel to eaves 
between cross walls. Purlins, trusses and 
rafters can usually be omitted, and for large 
roofs the framing is reduced to a few simple 
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A demonstration of the erection of Trofdek floor units. 


members. When high thermal insulation is 
required, suitable lining or ceiling materials 
are fixed directly on to “ Trofdek” units 
without the need for special fastenings. 
Any type of roof finish, such as tiles, metal, 
industrial or built-up roofing, can be applied 
with or without insulating materials. The 
units can be adapted to most specific require- 
ments to allow for chimney breasts, roof 
lights and other design features. 

When used as a load-bearing wall, a variety 
of finishes make dry construction possible, 
and the insulating properties of applied 
materials are improved because of the air 
spaces formed within the units. Any specific 
cladding, decking or lining can be applied 
directly to either side of the units without 


MODERN 


special brackets, clips, rails, etc., and can 
in many cases be prefixed. Openings can be 
strengthened by the presence of trimming 
members, and in the case of altered require- 
ments on site the units can be cut by joiners 
or carpenters with ordinary tools. The 
nature of the troughing lends itself to the 
easy installation of service piping, wiring 
and insulating materials, and the troughs can 
be simply adapted as ventilation ducts, 
secret gutters or lighting recesses. 

The system, for which a number of patents 
are pending, has been originated by Mr. 
W. H. Willatts and Mr. A. H. Cornwall, 
60, Haymarket, SW1, who are acting as 
technical consultants to Newsums in the 
design and applications of the system. 


INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS 
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BUILDING AS A CAREER 


Felsted Boy’s Impressions of Visit to 
Building Site 
One of the boys from Felsted School who, 
as reported in our last issue, recently 
visited a London building site at the invita- 
tion of the LMBA, has recorded the follow- 
ing impressions of his visit: — 


A PARTY of boys from Felsted School, 
consisting of embryonic architects, 
builders and civil engineers, but leavened by 
some who were probably more intent on 
having a day out, was entertained recently 
by the Unit Construction Company at Brix- 
ton and shown over the blocks of flats under 
construction; everyone, however, ended the 
afternoon fascinated by what he had seen. 
From the point of view of the sightseer, 
the buildings inspected were ideal, since 
they represented almost the entire construc- 
tional gamut from drains to doorknobs. 


With several guides to each group, we 
were taken round, having everything 
explained and, what was an added and 
unusual advantage, having all our questions 
answered; at last the construction of con- 
crete floors and columns has ceased to appear 
as one of the black arts. But probably 
those things which attracted the most 
interest were the mono-rail concrete con- 
veyor and the crane. The Unit Construc- 
tion Company’s magazine states that the 
crane was chosen merely because it was 
new and big, but we were fortunate in 
seeing that its merits did not end there, 
and to us its use symbolised the increased 
mechanisation of the building industry. 


Having been shown a section of the 
brick- and asphalt-lined ducts, which are to 
carry all the electrical, water and sanitary 
services of each block, we were taken to 
the boiler-house, in which the boilers for 
heating the water for the radiators and for 
ordinary domestic uses were being installed. 
The use of crushed coal fuel, and not oil, 
as had been expected, was commented upon; 
and the “iron-firemen.” were coveted for 
domestic employment. 


Decorative Treatment 


Of the interesting architectural features to 
be seen in the decoration of the flats, the 
attractive precast stone surrounds of the 
exterior doorways (which in shape have a 
pleasant tang of the Nile), the key-shaped 
decoration in brick framing some of the 
archways, and the stone coping on the 
boiler-house chimney were some of the most 
admired. 

After an extremely fine tea, Mr. C. P. 
Morley and Mr. Laurence Holloway, 
respectively director of the Unit Construc- 
tion Company and chairman of the LMBA 
Education Committee, were introduced by 
the president of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, who outlined some of the differ- 
ent means of entry into building as a career. 
They discussed the increased need for 
mechanical engineers and site agents, also 
for welfare officers and for research scient- 
ists. With, perhaps, a slight professional 
bias, they, and others, complained of the 
lack of practical knowledge and apprecia- 
tion of building conditions to be found in 
most architects, suggesting that a practical 
foundation should be given to their more 
academic training. 


The dangers of a_ regimentation and 
stereotyping of homes inherent in the con- 
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struction of flats have, at Brixton, been 
largely averted by providing in each block 
accommodation varying from a bed-sitting 
room to a flat with four bedrooms; never- 
theless, laundering is ta become a social 
function. In these flats, though—as in 
others—a minor domestic revolution is 
being effected by the non-existence of a 
proper fireplace, electric fires and radiators 
providing the heating. But at the same time 
the main windows are designed with a fixed 
pane above the cill which, it has been said, 
is to make it possible for objets d’art to be 
placed on the cill—surely a tradition which 
could. well be allowed to die. 


The Unit Construction Company and 
those members present of the London 
Master Builders’ Association are to be 
sincerely thanked for their hospitality and 
kindness and for their valuable and stimu- 
lating advice. 


LMBA 
President on Danger of Materials 


Shortages 


G PEAKING at the LMBA half-yearly 

meeting last week, the president, Mr. 
GERALD HILL, said that among the outstand- 
ing problems facing the building industry to- 
day was ‘first and foremost building costs. 
His predecessor had had a good deal to say 
about that last year, and they were still no 
nearer a solution of the problem. The small- 
building owner was still doing his own re- 
pairs: the big-building owner was still stand- 
ing on the touch-line waiting for the prices 
to come down. 


“Tam hopeful,” said Mr. Hill, “that we 
may have seen an end to the rise in the cost 
of materials, but I see no immediate likeli- 
hood of any substantial drop in the cost of 
the finished job. Some industries have 
slashed prices to meet the market: others 
have had drastic reductions forced upon 
them by competition from overseas. We, in 
a sense, are a protected industry. We do 
not suffer, or enjoy, foreign competition. 
But I hope we are all alive to the importance 
of increasing our efficiency in every possible 
way, not least by making use of the latest 
devices which science is making available 
to us and by eliminating waste. 


“Many of us would like to extend our 
activities and conquer fresh fields, but a 
real danger threatens our immediate expan- 
sion,” Mr. Hill continued. “We have 
been warned on the authority of the Govern- 
ment itself that we are now building up to 
the limit of the materials available to us. 
This is a very serious situation, and one 
which threatens to have far-reaching con- 
sequences. As employers we have consis- 
tently said that the operatives will not work 
really well if materials are short for fear 
of working themselves out of a job. What 
is to be the position of the industry as a 
whole when it is told that materials, without 
which it cannot work, are limited? What be- 
comes of our hope that we may soon be 
asked to rebuild the City of London, which 
has so long been a scene of desolation? 
What hopes are there of a start even of 
slum clearance, for which the country is 
crying out? I hope the Government and the 
industries which supply us are alive to the 
gravity of the situation. Where are those 
bricks and bags of cement in abundance 
for which we have waited so long? Are we 
to wait in vain? ” 


Speaking of apprenticeship, Mr. Hill 
appealed to employers who were not taking 
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apprentices to give a chance to some of the 
boys who were clamouring to come into 
the industry, The apprentice of to-day was 
the craftsman of to-morrow. 


After discussion the half-yearly report was 
adopted. ; 


Cricket 


The LMBA ended its official cricket season 
last week with a game against the RICS 
on the ground of the Pearl Assurance Com- 
pany at New Malden—and lost a cricket 
match for the first time for 29 years! 


Batting first, the builders declared at 199 
for 8 (A. F. Wallis 46, E. Lessiter 45, C. H. B 
Trollope 31, R. W. Triggs 36). 


The surveyors, with 24 hours to bat, lost 
two wickets to B. J. Garrett’s first two balls, 
and, in spite of a stand by M. Fletcher and 
A. Goater, they were only 89 for 6 at 5.45. 
Then M. Watney joined Fletcher, and be- 
tween them they put on 102 in the remaining 
three-quarters of an hour, winning off the 
first ball of the last over, and carrying their 
bats for 58 and 72 respectively. 


The presidents of both bodies, Mr. G. A. 
Coombe, of the RICS, and Mr. Gerald Hill, 
of the LMBA, attended the match, which it 
is hoped will now become an annual event. 


Over the season the LMBA has played 
four matches; won two, drawn one, lost 
one. 


Details of Building Courses 


THE London Master Builders’ Association 
has issued a booklet dealing with building 
courses at technical colleges and schools in 
the London region. It gives details of the 
courses which will be available from Septem- 
ber, 1953, onwards, and is divided into three 
main sections. 


Part I deals with secondary technical 
courses, Part II with craft courses and 
Part III with technical and administrative 
courses. There is also an appendix giving 
details of the addresses and telephone num- 
bers of colleges and educational authorities. 


SCHOOL BUILDING SPEED-UP 


Miss Horsbrugh’s Statement 


MIss FLORENCE HorssruGH, the Minister 
of Education, speaking at Dorchester last 
Saturday, said that when she became Minister 
she realised that schools were not being built 
quickly enough, and so from the beginning 
of 1952 “Operation Speed-Up” was started. 
The result had been a great increase in the 
number of new places completed. 

In 1950 new places were completed for 
139,000 children; in 1951 the number was 
159,000; and in 1952, under “Operation Speed- 
Up,” they completed 218,000 new places— 
59,000 more than in the previous year. This 
year they expected to get 250,000, an increase 
of 91,000 over 1951. 

This meant that at the beginning of this 
year one in 14 of the children in maintained 
schools was in a new school. At the begin- 
ning of next year she expected that figure to 
improve to one in 12. Taking the number 
of children in all the new places provided 
since the end of the war, including the new 
classrooms added to existing schools, the 
figures were even more impressive. On 
February 1 this year more than one in seven 
of the school children occupied a new place, 
and by next January they believed that the 
is gag would have risen to nearly one 
in five. 
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AUBTW 


Demand for 44-hour Guaranteed Week 


ELEGATES at the annual conference of 
the Amalgamated Union of Building 
Trade Workers, held at Llandudno last week, 
on July 21 put forward 37 resolutions 
demanding a guaranteed week of 44 hours, 
regardless of inclement weather. Under the 
present agreements a 38-hour paid week 
operates during bad weather, but it applies 
for one week only. 

Moving a resolution which declared that 
full payment for 44 hours a week was long 
overdue, Mr. W. H. Paw .ey, of Exeter, 
called on the executive to make this a priority 
claim. A guaranteed week would remove 
anomalies in building workers’ wages caused 
by weather risks, hé said. After an assur- 
ance from the platform that the claim would 
be treated as a matter of urgency, the resolu- 
tion was carried unanimously. 

Dissatisfaction was expressed at the recent 
rejection of the claim for an extra 6d. an 
hour and two composite resolutions on wages 
were carried. The first demanded a Govern- 
ment investigation into profit margins in the 
industry. The second declared that the merits 
of the 6d. claim put to the national arbitra- 
tion tribunal were ignored on the ground of 
political expediency. 

The delegates passed a composite resolu- 
tion urging the-TUC to approach the 
Government about stabilising the cost-of- 
living and altering the range of goods in- 
cluded in the cost-of-living index to ensure 
that the index bore a true relationship to 
the actual cost. 


Use of Natural Stone Urged 


On the following day the conference ex- 
pressed concern at the hardship experienced 
by masons who were unemployed, and sub- 
mitted that a saving could be made by build- 
ing in stone instead of poured concrete and 
concrete blocks. The conference also urged 
the greater use of natural stone in modern 
buildings and requested the Government to 
stop the import of marble and granite, having 
tegard to the continuous drift of men from 
the industry. 


INCENTIVE BONUS SCHEME 
Plumber Receives £24 a Week 


THE gross wages paid in a week by 

Bermondsey Borough Council to a 
plumber and his labourer employed on the 
Council’s direct labour Enid-street housing 
scheme amounted to no less than £24 13s. 2d. 
and £18 10s. 5d. respectively, according to 
a report of the Finance Committee. 

These payments were commented upon 
by the District Auditor, who pointed out 
that they were for a standard working week 
of 44 hours and fell to be considered in 
telation to the comparable’ weekly wage 
tates before the Council introduced its 
experimental incentive bonus scheme of 
{8 19s. 3d. and £6 15s. 1d. respectively. He 
said that the scheme seemed to have opera- 
ted in the case of the plumbing trade in 
according increases in pay on a scale which 
he felt could scarcely have been anticipated. 

“The object of an incentive ‘bonus 
scheme,” he said, “is to secure increased 
output per man by assuring to him a 
reasonable increase of pay in respect of 
output above a stipulated minimum. In 
general, any scheme which permits a class 
of tradesman to earn, over a period, nearly 
three times the standard rate of pay for 
work involving no increase in the hours of 
labour would appear, prima facie, to be 


THE BUILDER 


based upon a fallacious premise as to the 
minimum output which it is reasonable to 
require before any bonus is earned. The 
Council’s scheme was in operation for only 
a short period during the year under audit 
and due allowance must necessarily be made 
for factors not capable of accurate assess- 
ment prior to its introduction. I feel, more- 
over, that the Council may rightly claim 
to be entitled to an experimental period 
during which they may direct themselves as 
to the practical effect of the scheme. It 
is on these grounds that I have allowed 


‘the payments made at the end of the year 


under review, but it seems to me that there 
is a duty on the part of those responsible 
to have a close regard to the initial resulis 
and to make any necessary adjustment of 
the scheme at the earliest stage practicable.” 

The Works Committee have pointed out 
that the operation of the schemes was under 
constant review by them. The Working 
Rule Agreement provided that a target once 
set remained until the completion of the job 
and could not be altered by either side. 
Targets for new jobs were adjusted fronr 
time to time in the light of experience, and 
all targets were in accordance with the 
originally estimated labour costs. Whilst it 
could be admitted that there might have 
been individual cases of high bonus earnings, 
the average bonus earnings of all men 
within the schemes on new building sites 
from inception to date were 31.94 per cent. 
which, it was submitted, was not unreason- 
able. 


The Uses of Lime 

The booklet “The Uses of Lime in 
Building ” issued by the British Lime Manu- 
facturers has been revised to cover lime- 
stone limes as well as chalk limes. Copies 
are available from the Southern Lime 
Association, 73-78, High Holborn, WC1. 


QUARZITE 


A NATURAL STONE 


IN STOCK 
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LONDON FOREMANSHIP 
TRAINING 
New Type of Course Recommended 


FOR the last two years arrangements for 
the distribution of foremanship courses 
in the London Region have_been in the hands 
of the London Regional Foremanship Train- 
ing Liaison Committee for the Building 
Industry, and three separate types of course 
have been run at colleges spread over the 
whole of the London Region. The three 
types of course were: preparatory course; 
full course as recommended by the NFBTE; 
and maintenance and supervisory course. 

It has become apparent, it is stated, that 
a slightly different approach is becoming 
necessary Owing to the falling off of enrol- 
ments. last year, and the Foremanship Train- 
ing Liaison Committee has made the follow- 
ing rather tentative arrangements for courses 
to be run in the next academic session. 

It is recommended that an entirely new 
type of nationally certificated course be 
offered on an experimental basis at the 
Brixton School of Building to consist of 50 
hours’ instruction. Details of the syllabus 
are being worked out, and will be circulated 
as soon as available. It is proposed to 
restrict entry to this course to those whose 
technical background is of a standard not 
lower than Ordinary National Certificate. 

It is proposed further that the three types 
of course as run in previous years should 
be continued subject to certain alterations 
in the syllabus. In particular it is suggested 
that that section of the syllabus in the full 
course dealing with elementary mensuration 
should be transferred to the preparatory 
course. It is also suggested that there might 
be an extension of the number of Colleges’ 
Short Term Discussion Groups for Super- 
visory Personnel. 

The committee feel most strongly that on 
satisfactory completion of the short-term full 
NFBTE course or the preparatory course a 
student should receive a certificate from the 
college and that this might be endorsed by 
the Foremen’s Training Liaison Committee 
and by the Foremen’s Assooiation. 

The committee suggests that the arrange- 
ments for interviewing and selecting students 
should be left entirely to the colleges. 

Application forms for the courses may be 
obtained from the London Regional Fore- 
manship Training Liaison Committee at 47, 
Bedford-square, WC1, and when completed 
should be sent either to the head of the build- 
ing department of the appropriate technical 
college or to the Secretary of the Training 
Committee. 

The Training Committee has issued a list 
of the colleges which, it is suggested, would 
offer courses. 


TRUCK AND LADDER 
MANUFACTURERS 


Industrial Disputes Tribunal’s Award 


THE INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES TRIBUNAL, 
under the chairmanship of Lord Terrington, 
have made their award on the dispute on 
wages and conditions of employment 
between the Truck and Ladder Manufac- 
turers’ Association and workers employed 
by them. 

The award is: (1) that the present rates 
of pay as set out in the agreement between 
the parties dated November, 1952, shall be 
increased by 1d. per hour; (2) that the claim 
in respect of the 44-hour working week has 
not been established: and (3) that the 
workers concerned shall be granted two 
weeks’ annual holiday with pay. 


H 





STEEL PROTECTION 
Use of Metallic Coatings 


‘LECTURE on “The Use of Metallic 
Coatings to Protect Steel in Building ” 
given by Mr. R. L. Stubbs, OBE, 
ARIBA, Director of the Zinc Development 
Association, at the Bouwcentrum in Rotter- 
dam, dealt with those coatings used solely 
to protect the steel, ignoring such metals 
as nickel and chromium which are applied 
as decorative finishes. The following ex- 
tracts have been taken from the text: 


Coating Metals.—Zinc coatings are the 
best for ordinary outdoor exposure to the 
weather, for under-water immersion and for 
water pipes; but in badly contaminated in- 
dustrial atmospheres sprayed aluminium may 
be expected to outlast them. Zinc coatings, 
when used unpainted out-of-doors or in con- 
tact with water, should be heavy, and are 
best applied by hot dip galvanizing or spray- 
ing. Thinner zinc coatings are suitable for 
small, easily replaced articles or for use 
under dry indoor conditions. They should 
not be used unpainted out-of-doors. 


Types of Coating—Where a heavy zinc 
coating is needed, galvanizing is generally 
cheapest, but it must be-done in a factory, 
and there is a limit to the size of the article 
that can be dipped. Zinc plating and 
sherardizing are factory processes, most 
suitable for small articles which need pro- 
tection only against indoor or mild outdoor 
conditions. Zinc-rich paints can be used 
anywhere, and are very useful for coating 
joints and for repair work; aluminium paints 
are useful as top coats. 


Use of Protective Coatings——It is impor- 
tant to remember that a protective ooating 
is only as good as its weakest point: it is 
useless to coat steelwork elements if, for 
example, the joints are to be left unprotected. 
Careless design may cause unnecessarily cor- 
rosive conditions, which no protective coat- 
ing could be expected to resist for long. 


The parts of buildings which need protec- 
tion may be divided into four groups. Firstly, 
exterior fittings subjected to the weather; 
generally hot dip galvanizing at the 
factory is preferred. Secondly, water and 
other service pipes. Galvanized pipes are 
widely used because of their low price. 
Thirdly, roof trusses and interior fittings in 
factories, farm buildings and schools can be 
given a metallic coating and left exposed. 
Fourthly, steel framework within cladding; 
a metallic coating of zinc or aluminium is 
the best means of providing long-term 
protection. 

Finally, steelwork should be designed in 
consultation with the firm who are to apply 
the protective coating. Maintenance costs 
may be kept down by making sure long-term 
protection is spe: fied, especia!ly for struc- 
tural members. 





LONDON’S AIRPORTS 


Government. White Paper 


THE REASONS for the Government’s de- 
cision to make Gatwick into the main 
alternative London airport are set out in a 
white paper (Cmd. 8902, HMSO, price 6d.) 
published last week. 

At present, the white paper states, the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation operates seven 
airports in the London area—London Air- 
port, Northolt, Blackbushe, Bovingdon, 
Croydon, Gatwick and Stansted. The 


Government propose to reduce this number 
to three operational airports (London Air- 
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port, Gatwick and Blackbushe) and one 
(Stansted) to be held in reserve. 

In the course of the next few years civil 
flying will stop at Northolt, Bovingdon and 
Stansted. Croydon airport will be sold 
and the land will become available for 
other purposes. 


The Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation’s 

statement on Gatwick Airport, made in the 

House of Commons on July 22, is reported In Par- 
liament on page 182. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Timber (Control) Order, 1953 


THE MINISTER OF MATERIALS has made 
the Timber (Control) Order, 1953. This is 
a consolidated measure which supersedes the 
Timber (Control) Order, 1951, as amended 
by the Timber (Control) (Amendment) 
Order, 1952, and incorporates the provisions 
of the Open General Licences issued under 
the superseded Order. 

The making of a new Order at this time 
does not indicate any change in current 
policy on the control of timber, or prejudice 
the outcome of the review now being made 
by the Government of the future of soft- 
wood licensing. 

The new Order makes only one minor 
change in the existing arrangements for 
control over timber, in that licences are no 
longer required if round softwood of not 
more than three inches butt diameter is 
split before being used. The Order also 
clarifies the form of records which must be 
kept by traders. 

The Timber (Control) Order, 1953, SI. 
1953, No. 1105 came into operation on 
July 30, and copies may be obtained from 
HM Stationery Office, or through any book- 
seller, price 4d. 


Iron and Steel Prices: Some Products 
De-controlled 

THE MINISTER OF SUPPLY, Mr. Duncan 

Sandys, has made an order which removes 

from price control certain iron and steel 

products, namely: colliery arches, pit props, 








New leaflets on 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HAVE you copies in your reference 
file of the latest leaflets showing 
the range and applications of KING 
Sliding Door Gear? From the 
lightest domestic installations to 
heavyweight power operated doors, 
there’s a KING door set for every 
need. Get the details—write for 
your copy. 





SECISTERED TRADE MARK 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 
Covered by British Patents 
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cold drawn tubes, malleable iron pipe fittings, 
wire and wire products and assembled rail- 
way wheels and axles. The supply of these 
products, which do not come within the 
scope of the Iron and Steel Board, is now 
generaHy adequate. 

In addition, the order reduces by 7s. 64, 
per ton the maximum permitted price of 
heavy steel products delivered to South 
Wales. 

This order, the Iron and Steel Prices 
(No. 4) Order, 1953 (S.I. 1953, No. 1137), 
came into effect on July 27, and copies of it 
are now available at HMSO. 


BUILDING IN WARWICKSHIRE 


County Architect’s Annual Report 


Mr. G. R. BARNSLEY, ARIBA, Warwick- 
shire County Architect, gives figures in his 
annual report to the County Council showing 
how building costs have risen in the last 
three years. 

Wages of a builder’s labourer rose from 
2s. 43d. an hour in 1950 to 3s. 1d. at the 
end of March this year, he says. Craftsmen 
who received 2s. 104d. an hour in 1950, were 
getting 3s. 64d. this year. Mr. Barnsley also 
gives the prices of the following building 
materials at March 31 last: Softwood 12s, 
ft. cube (9s. 6d. in 1950); cement, 98s. 6d, 
ton (84s.); bricks 111s. 6d. per 1,000 (84s,); 
lead 133s. cwt. (105s.); copper tube, 2s. 8d. 
Ib. (1s. 9d.). 

The shortage of an adequate labour force, 
he comments, has resulted in slow progress 
on many building contracts, particularly on 
isolated housing work. The position is un- 
likely to improve, he says, while the present 
labour shortage continues. 

The slow progress on contracts means 
additional cost to the council when wage 
rates and costs of materials increase during 
the execution of the work. 


No difficulty has been experienced in ob- 
taining starting dates for housing work, Mr. 
Barnsley adds, but ‘for all other projects 
early application is necessary as delays of 
six to nine months have been experienced. 


COLOURING LIVE TREES 
A Soviet Experiment 


SOME very remarkable trees are now being 
grown in the Soviet Union, writes a corre- 
spondent. As far as outward appearance 
goes they might be ordinary birches or pines, 
but when they are felled their wood is 
seen to be pale blue, brown or red. It is 
claimed that fittings made from this wood 
require no painting or staining. Some of 
the pine looks exactly like mahogany. The 
colours are said not to be affected by time, 
by sunlight or by water. 


The Soviet engineers, P. Zakharov and 
V. Antonovich, have developed methods of 
altering the colour of wood by making 
living trees change their properties. This 
has been done by injecting special dyestuffs 
into the trunks of trees. after making 4 
study of the movement of the sap. Chang: 
ing the colour of the wood of a growing 
tree is by no means all the scientists can 
do. Wood can now be made more resis 
tant to fire. By injecting a special prepara 
tion a tree can be made almost as hard as 
a rock. It cannot be cut with ordinary 
saws or axes. Other substances make the 
trees extremely flexible so that they caf 
easily be bent down to the ground. Great 
possibilities exist for the building industry 
in these new discoveries, it is claimed. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hardware Directory 


The 1953 edition of “The Ironmonger ” 
Directory of Branded Hardware has been 
published by Morgan Brothers (Publishers), 
Ltd., 28, Essex-street, Strand, WC2. 


Writ Served by Council Tenants 


A writ was served on the deputy Town 
Clerk of Cardiff on July 23 on behalf of 
council house tenants who seek an injunc- 
tion restraining the corporation from opera- 
ting an income test scheme in assessing 
increases in rents. The writ named the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens as 
defendants. 


Solid Fuel 


A convention is to be held by the Coal 
Utilisation Council, 3, Upper Belgrave-street, 
$W1, on October 14 and 15 in Harrogate. 
The Duke of Devonshire will open the con- 
vention, the theme of which will be “The 
Speakers 
will include Miss Nancy Adams, vice-chair- 
man of the Woman’s Advisory Council on 
Solid Fuel, and Sir Hubert Houldsworth, 
chairman of the National Coal Board. 


Thames Helicopter Plan 


Another approach is to be made by British 
Buropean Airways to the Ministry of Civil 
Aviation for sanction to operate a helicopter 
station on the south bank of the Thames, 
near Waterloo station. Mr. Peter Masefield, 
chief executive of the BEA, said on July 25 
that the company was now anxious to press 
on with the idea. The plan would involve 
a floating landing platform moored to the 
bank, and all helicopters would be fitted 
with floats as a safeguard. 


Planning Conference 


The conference and exhibition of the 
National Housing and Town Planning Coun- 
cil, Incorporated, is to take place at East- 
bourne from October 28 to 30. ‘The papers 
to be read on October 29 will include “ The 
Problems of the Slums and the Repair and 
Reconditioning of Old Houses,” by H. M. 
Pattinson, MBE, and N. Bastable, FRSanI; 


' “Rural Housing,” by Sir James Turner, 
| BSc, and H. Aronson, MA (Oxon); and 


“Town and Country Planning Legislation,” 
by F. H. Busby. Those read on the follow- 
ing day will include “Housing—The Build- 
ing and Development of Flats,” by A. G. 


| Sheppard Fidler, FRIBA; “ Planning—With 
| Special Reference to the Problems of Popu- 


lation Overspill and Re-Development,” by 


' W. Dobson Chapman, MTPI, LRIBA, and 
| 3.L.G. Beaufoy, CBE, FRIBA; and “ Hous- 
ing Finance,” by W. O. Atkinson, MBE, 
| FIMTA. 
| obtained from the Council at 42, Devonshire- 
| street, W1. 


Further particulars can be 


: Multi-Storey Flats 


A warning that in future houses at Smeth- 


| wick would have to be built upwards instead 
| of outwards because of shortage of land, 


has been given by the Mayor. The Council, 
he said, was continually being restricted in 


| building progress because of the extreme 


land shortage. Alderman Spragg disclosed 


» that it was hoped to start work reasonably 
» 800n on the town’s first experiment in multi- 


storey flats, but there was still a good deal 


of Preliminary work on the drawing boards 
to be done. 
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A NEW INDUSTRIAL FINISH, Embossed Aluminium, is now being produced by The 
British Aluminium Co., Ltd. Two patterns are available on flat sheet—light stucco and heavy 
stucco ; the distinction between the two is in the depth of impression. Embossed Rigidal with 
one standard stucco finish is available in all three standard Rigidal profiles. Among the ad- 
vantages claimed for this finish are that it is less apt to show scratches, dents or other marks 
arising from rough usage, and that it breaks up light reflections and greatly improves the 
appearance of panel work on unpainted fabricated structures. The embossing operation itself 
work hardens the metal and by increasing the overall thickness of the sheet has a considerable 
stiffening effect. For corrugated and other roofing sheet, the embossed finish diffuses reflected 
light while retaining the full reflectivity and hence the heat insulating properties of aluminium. 
The left shows the light stucco finish and right the heavy stucco. 





List of Members 


The Purchasing Officers’ Association has 
published a new list of members contain- 
ing full details of the growth and activities, 
membership regulations and examination 
syllabuses of the Association. Copies are 
available, price Ss., from the Secretary at 
Wardrobe Court, 146a, Queen Victoria- 
street, EC4. 


Canadian Building Research 


The fourth progress report on building 
research in Canada has been published by 
the Division of Building Research, National 
Research Council, of Ottawa. The report 
contains notes on a number of projects con- 
ducted by the Division during the period 
from July 1, 1952, to December 31 of that 
year, dealing with such subjects as soil tem- 
perature studies, basementless houses, 
exterior paint performance, corrosion of 
galvanised domestic hot water tanks, hos- 
pital operating room floors and ground vibra- 
tions. There are also articles on the National 
Building Research Institute of South Africa 
and building research by the hydro-electric 
power commission of Ontario. 








SCAFFOLD 


FITTINGS | 


Swivels, Doubles and Putlog Couplers, 
Joint Pins, Putlog Ends, Adjustable and 
Standard Base Plates, etc. For normal 
scaffold tube to B.S.S.1139. 

Our DESIGNS give TOP 


SAFETY—yet you SAVE 
SCAFFOLDING PROBLEM? 


Specialist advice is yours—FREE. 
We are as nearto you as your telephone. 
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37 SHACKLEWELL LANE, LONDON, E.8 


TRADE NEWS 


Tile Company’s Issue 

The subscription list for the issue of the 
Marley Tile Co. Ltd.’s £750,000 five per 
cent. first mortgage debenture stock 1959-77 
at £99 per cent. having been heavily over- 
subscribed, was closed at 10.5 on the morn- 
ing of issue. 


Firm’s 150th Anniversary 


At a recent celebration to commemorate 
the 150th anniversary of Sissons Brothers 
and Co., Ltd., over 750 of the company’s 
employees, together with their families, were 
entertained by the directors at a jubilee held 
on the company’s sports ground. In the 
course of the celebration, 100 long-service 
awards and badges were presented. 


Reclamation Process 


The renovation and waterproofing of 
wasted corrugated iron, felt and asbestos 
structures, asphalt, concrete and prefabri- 
cated buildings of all descriptions is claimed 
to be made possible by the “* Decramastic ” 
process of the Decraspray Co. (Welling), 
Ltd., 132, Park View-road, Welling, Kent. 
This can be finished in various colours, and 
the bituminous emulsions used are designed 
to present a tough membrane resistant to 
water vapour. The reclamation process has 
been applied and approved by the War Office, 
Air Ministry and Royal Ordnance Factories. 


A Mobile Showroom 

Warsop Power Tools, Ltd., have recently 
introduced a demonstration caravan which 
is touring the country this summer, visiting 
a number of agricultural shows, in order 
to demonstrate their range of concrete 
breakers, drills, rammers and centrifugal 
pumps. The 22-ft.-long caravan is divided 
into sections for display, office and lounge, 
and an awning running the length of the 
caravan gives a measure of cover for demon- 
strations in bad weather. The local area 
manager, assisted by service staff, will be 
present at each show to interpret the use of 
the equipment. The caravan will also be 
available for all public bodies, large con- 
tractors and others for instruction to staffs 
in the usage of Warsop equipment. 


- 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia.—The Hoover Engineering Com- 
pariy of England has announced the forma- 
tion of a subsidiary company in Australia. 
The company is to build a factory in Sydney 
and is investing £A250,000 in the venture. 
It will manufacture washing-machines and 
other household appliances. A spokesman 
for the company has stated that the decision 
to start manufacturing in Australia had been 
taken because of restrictions recently im- 
posed on goods entering the country. Since 
the last war, British and American manu- 
facturing firms have built factories costing 
many millions of pounds in Australia. 


Australia—The Snowy Mountains Hydro- 
Electric Scheme, one of the largest being 
put into operation in Australia, is now ready 
for tender. Work will include the Eucum 
’ Bene-Tumut tunnel, concrete-lined, 21 ft. in 
diameter and 12.8 miles long. An access 
tunnel is also planned 4,000 ft. long with 
intake shaft 18 ft. in diameter and 300 ft. 
deep, and a concrete diversion dam about 
100 ft. high and 260 ft. long at crest level. 
Another tender in connection with this pro- 
ject is for the Tumut Pond Dam and Pressure 
Tunnel. The dam, which is to be concrete- 
arched, will be 290 ft. high, with a crest 
length of about 715 ft., and the concrete- 
lined pressure tunnel is planned to be 21 ft. 
in diameter and 8,000 ft. long. There will also 
be an underground surge chamber. Tender 
documents can be obtained from the Chief 
Administrative Officer of the Snowy Moun- 
tains Hydro-Electric Authority, P.O. Box 32, 
Cooma, 4S, NSW, Australia. Tenderers are 
advised to inspect the site, and all details 
can be obtained about this from the Aus- 
tralian office. Tenders will be open till the 
end of September. 


Belgian Congo.—A market report regard- 
ing prefabricated buildings for use in the 
Belgian Congo is of great interest to British 
exporters of these temporary structures. 
Statistics show that Britain is fourth in the 
list of exporters of prefabricated buildings 
to this territory, the first three being Ger- 
many, France and the Netherlands. Pre- 
fabricated buildings are classified in the 
Belgian Congo Customs tariff according to 
their composition. The duty on _ timber 
buildings is 25 per cent., and on steel and 
aluminium buildings it is 15 per cent. The 
Customs duty is levied ad valorem. Import 
licences are required for all goods entering 
the Belgian Congo, but these are at present 
freely granted, and UK exporters will en- 
counter no difficulties in this respect. Per- 
mission of the provincial authorities must 
be obtained for the erection of buildings. 
Complete plans of structures and installa- 
tions must be submitted for approval to 
the Titres Fonciers by the prospective 
builder. In the normal course of events 
standard buildings suitable for use in tropical 
climates are approved. Houses and other 
buildings for government purposes are made 
the subject of calls to tender, and must 
therefore conform to the individual specifica- 
tions made. Imports of complete prefabri- 
cated buildings of wood, however. are small, 
as timber is not considered a suitable material 
for permanent buildings in view of the 
climatic conditions prevailing inmost parts 
of the territory. So far, most of the houses 
required are for native housing programmes. 
The body responsible for purchases is the 
Office des Cités Africaines, Leopoldville, who 
have purchased considerable numbers of 
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prefabricated houses during the past two 
years. There is also a demand for prefabri- 
cated industrial buildings. In fact, it would 
be safe to say that the greater demand will 
be in industry, as there is a trend to use 
local materials for housing at the present 
time. 


Holland.—A plan to erect a large Govern- 
ment building in The Hague, Holland, to 
help along the concentration of Government 
services and to release premises now occu- 
pied by various Government Departments 
for residential purposes has been submitted 
to the Lower Chamber of the Netherlands 
Parliament. The initial cost of the proposed 
building is estimated at 12.5m. guilders, and 
it will have a floor space of about 20,000 





New Terminal at Turnhouse Airport 


A NEW passenger terminal building is to 
be built at Turnhouse Airport, Edin- 
burgh, for the Ministry of Civil Aviation. 
It is hoped to begin construction this year 
and to have the building completed in the 
spring of 1955. The estimated cost is 
£59,000, which comprises £47,500 for the 
new building, £2,500 for new roads, and 
£9,000 for a new apron in front of the build- 
ings for the embarkation and alighting of 
passengers. ; 
Plans for the new building were made by 
Professor Robert H. Matthew, ARIBA, 
ARIAS, who was recently appointed to the 
Chair of Architecture at Edinburgh Univer- 
sity and who designed the Royal Festival 
Hall on the South Bank of the Thames. 
The site of the new building is on the 
northern edge of the aerodrome. It will 
be of a compact two-storeyed design. The 
ground floor will provide a spacious con- 
course, with bookstall, telephone kiosks, 
etc., a Customs wing, and adequate space for 
the operating companies. On the first floor 
there will be a buffet and bar for the con- 
venience of passengers and their friends as 
well as offices for airport administrative 
staff. Leading from the buffet will be a 
spectators’ terrace. 


New Hospital for Fife 


NEGOTIATIONS for the acquisition of a site 
for a new hospital at Cameron Bridge, Fife, 
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square metres, providing accommodation for 
more than one Government Department ang 
rendering it possible to release ten blocks 
of flats representing a total of 258 family 
houses. 


*USA.—Mr. J. T. Timmons, of Messrs 
Southern Select Lumber, Inc., 3524, Fontana, 
Dallas 20, Texas, is interested in receiving 
quotations from UK manufacturers of meta] 
windows, screens and doors. Firms inter 
ested in this inquiry should write to Mr, 
Timmons at the address given above, quoting 
dollar c.i.f. prices. All inquiries by telephone 
should be made to Export Services Branch, 
Board of Trade, tel.: Chancery 4411. 








* From the Board of Trade Special Register In. 
formation Service. 
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have been concluded at the price assessed by 
the District Valuer, it was reported at a 
meeting of the South-Eastern Regional Hos- 
pital Board in Edinburgh on July 27. 


The plan provides for a general hospital 
of 350 beds allocated to specialities jn 
accordance with the estimated needs of the 
community to be served (90,000 persons), 
together with an out-patient department of 
appropriate size. It was explained that the 
plan had been generally approved by the 
medical, nursing and other authorities who 
had been consulted, and whose particular 
suggestions would be incorporated at the 
stage of detailed planning. 

The hospital is to be on the vertical style 
with three wings; the ward unit to be of 
28 beds, subject to modification to meet the 
particular requirements of individual speci- 
alities; and a central out-patient department 
to be planned on a generous scale with full 
facilities. 





NEW BUILDINGS 


Airdrie.—Plans in hand for new additions to the 
South Biggar-rd. garage and workshops, est. to cost 
£8,750, for which the architects are George Arthur & 


Son (F&A), British Linen Bank-bldgs., Stirling-st., 
Ayr. 
Caldercruix.—Plans to be prepared for new 


Catholic church and other offices, for the Archdiocese 
of Motherwell-Wishaw, by their architects. 


Chryston.—Plans to be prepared for The Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., for new housing 
scheme, for which the architect is J. Austin Bent, 
ARIBA, 15-19, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Dundee.—Plans to be prepared for The Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., for new housing 
scheme at the Fintry Mousing site, for which th 
architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 15-19, Palmerston-pl., 
Edinburgh. ; 

Douglashall.—Plans in hand for the erection of 5 
houses for Lanarkshire CC, for which the architect 
is Samuel MacColl (A), County-chbrs., Beckford-t., 
Hamilton West. ; 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for erection of 
100 houses at the Mains site, for which the archited 
is Frank Scott (L). Torrence House, East Kilbride. | 

Edinburgh.—Plans to be prepared for The Scottish § 


Special Housing Association, Ltd., for over 3H 
houses to be erected at The Telford-rd. housing silt. & 
The architect is J. Austin Bent (A), 15-19, Palmerstot 
pl., Edinburgh. i 
Edinburgh.—Plans in hands of the Master of Works 
for new post office buildings, sheds and offices to & 
erected at Sighthill Industria] estate. ; 
Larkhall.—Plans to be prepared for new publi 
garage and filling station, for which the architect § & 
Alexander Cullen (F), 92, Cadzow-st., Hamilton West 
Newhouse.—Plans being prepared for new factory. 
to be erected at the industrial estate by The, Sco 
Industrial Estates, Ltd. (Architects), 3, Woodside-cré. 
Glasgow. mn 
Queensferry.—Plans to be prepared for The Scotts 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., for 32 houses 0 4 
be erected at Roseberry-ave., for which the archite! 5 
is J. Austin Bent (A), 15-19, Palmerston-pl., Edit 
burgh. i 
Rutherglen.—Corporation to erect at an est. — 4 
of £24,500, four blocks of houses at the Blairbet! 
estate site. The architect is John C. Russell, Mast ie 
of Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., Main-st., Ruth 
glen. 
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THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and pre- 
yious issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk are 
advertised in this number. The dates at the heads of 

raphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (Tt) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


AUGUST 7. : 
¢Swansea CB.—Erection of Lilansamlet domestic 
science centre. Boro’ A, Guildhall, Swansea. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
AUGUST 8. 

*tEssex CC.—Alterations, 100, High-st., Billericay. 
County A, Chelmsford. 

*Herefordshire CC.—Alterations, etc., The Old 
Priory Hospital and Old People’s Home, Leominster. 
County Welfare Officer, 10, St. Owen-st., Hereford. 
Dep. £2 2s. ; 

*tWest Ham CB.—Ten maisonettes, Plaistow-rd., 
E15. Boro’ A, 70, West Ham-la., E15. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 10. 

*+Birmingham City C.—128 dwellings in five con- 
tracts. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. 

*+Plymouth City C.—Four additional classrooms to 
College-rd. prim. sch., Keyham. City A. Dep. £3 3s. 


*tSomerset CC.—Two modern schools. R. O. 
Harris (F), County A, Taunton. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 11. 
*tRoyston UDC.—Seventy-two houses and flats. J. 
Spencer, clerk. 
AUGUST 14. 
*tBillericay UDC.—Six bungalows, Basildon-dr., 
Laindon. S. Dep. £2 2s. 
New Hunstanton UDC.—Twelve bungalows with 


paths, fences and drains on Hill-st. site extension. 
Ellis Middleton, architect, Central-chbrs., t, Norfolk- 
st., King’s Lynn. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Runcorn RDC.—47 houses at Appleton, for Min. 
of Supply. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wigan CB.—16 flats, eight shops and flats, Wors- 
ley Hall estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Wolverhampton CB.—Ten police houses. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. . 

AUGUST 15. 
*tFarnborough UDC.—Twelve old people’s dwell- 


ings, Queen’s-rd.-Gravel-rd. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by Aug. 3 
*tNewcastle Reg. Hospital Brd.—Pathological In- 


stitute and Regional Blood Transfusion Centre, at 
Gen. Hospital. R. Dobbin, Sec., ‘‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne- 


Selkirk TC.—Trades for the erection of 21 houses 

at Bannerfield ste. TC. 
AUGUST 17. 

*tAberystwyth BC.—86 houses on FPen-y-Bont (west) 
housing site. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Birmingham City C.—Stripping and re-covering of 
roofs of various properties. Housing Manager, 19-29, 
Summer-row, Birmingham 3. 

*tIslington BC.—57 dwellings at Whadcoat-st. TC. 
Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by September 22. 

*{Paddington BC.—Applications invited from con- 
tractors interested in erection of 36 dwellings between 
Hall-pl. and Campbell-st., W2. W. H. Bentley, TC. 

*Sheffield City C.—691 dwellings, Greenhill estate. 
J. L. Womersley (F), City A. Dep. £5. 

*tStoke-on-Trent City C.—Stage I, College of 
Ceramics and Pottery, Regional College. J. R. Piggott, 


City A, Kingsway-chbrs., Kingsway. Tenders by 
October 9. 

AUGUST 18. 
Barrow-in-Furness TC.—20 flats at Newbarns 


(South) estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Bournemouth CB.—Extensions, Transport Canteen, 
Fairlight Glen. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

Helston TC.—Eight flats at Boslan estate, Porth- 
leven (group 15). J. Snellgrove, QS, 47, Coinogehall- 
st. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 19. 
*tDurham CC.—House, Wolviston-rd., near Billing- 
ham. County A, Durham. 
_*f{Wandsworth BC.—Shops and 20 flats, Rinaldo- 
st., Balham, SW12. BE. 


AUGUST 20. 
Bowland RDC.—(1) 16 houses and 8 flats at Grin- 
leton, near Clitheroe; (2) roads and sewers. S. 
aylor, Son & Platt, architects, 60, Manchester-rd., 
Burnley. Dep. £3 3s. 
_Enniskilien (Fermanagh) TC.—Six houses at Fair- 
view-la. TC. Dep. £3 3s. 
. AUGUST 21. 
Hunts CC.—Conversion’ of old County Club, 
Untingdon into offices. County A, Huntingdon. 
: -AUGUST 24. 
Wigan CB.—Erection of two blocks of eight flats 
and two blocks of four shops and four flats at Log- 
Wood-ave. and Ridyard-st.,* on the Worsley Hall 





housing estate. 


Library-st., 
Wigan. Dep. ” 


_ Municipal-bldgs., 
AUGUST 25. 
*Canvey Island UDC.—20 houses at Woarden-rd. 

E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 

AUGUST 26. 
Ogmore and Garw UDC.—Twenty-eight flats at 


Glynilan_ site. W. Harris, E&S, Council-offices, 
Brynmenyn, near Bridgend. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 27. 
*Northfleet UDC.—Six houses, Colyer-rd. E&S. 
AUGUST 28. 


*West Riding Standing Joint Committee.—15 police 
houses, etc., on various sites. County A, ‘‘ Bishop- 
garth,’’ Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 1. 

*Tottenham BC. — 32 dwellings, Markfield estate. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Twickenham BC.—35 garages, Butts Farm estate, 
Feltham. BES. Dep. £2 2s. 

: SEPTEMBER 3. 

*Richmond (Surrey) BC.—Four flats, Alexandra-rd. 

and Windsor-rd. BE, Hotham House, Heron-court. 


Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 
_ Leek RDC.—Twelve houses at Rudyard housing 
site. E. Forshaw & Greaves, architects, Old White 
Hart, Trinity-st., Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 10. 
*{South-West Reg. Hospital Brd.—Installation of 
water and fire services at Royal Western Counties In- 
— Starcross. Secretary to the Board. Dep. 


' AUGUST 17. 

Hornchurch UDC.—Repair and redecoration of 346 
houses in sections of 74, 86, 88 and 98 houses. S. 
Dep. £2 2s. each section. 

AUGUST 18. 

*Bucks CC.—Approved lists of sub-contractors and 

suppliers. County A, Aylesbury. 
AUGUST 28. 

*East Ham CB.—Repair and renewal of terrazzo 

oe mosaic floors in foyer and corridors, Town Hall. 


: AUGUST 31. 
*Birkenhead CB.—Re-tiling at Baths, Livingstone- 
st. Boro’ A. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 10. 
*}Gateshead CBC.—Bulk excavation and preliminary 
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site works for Leam-la. primary school. BS. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by August 24. 
AUGUST 17. 
tNewcastle BC.—Completion works on the Earls- 
dr. estate, Westlands, and Bains-gr. and Bamber-pl., 
Bradwell. BS, Lancaster-bldg., Newcastle, Staffs. 
Dep. £2 for eagh contract. Tenders by September 7. 


AUGUST 22. 
Denholme UDC.—Roads, sewers and footways for 
6 houses on Minorca Farm housing site. 4 
Ipswich CBC.—Roads and sewers on stage 2B of 
Chantry housing estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 24. 
Jedburgh RDC.—1,450 yds. extension to main 
sewer from Station Bridge to Canongate Bridge. 
Blyth & Blyth, MM.ICE, 135, George-st., Edinburgh. 


Dep. £2 2s 
AUGUST 29. 

Billesdon RDC.—2,400 yds. sewers at Stoughton 
parish. Pick, Everard, Keay & Gimson, engrs., 6, 
Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 

Billesdon RDC.—3,900 yds. sewers at parishes of 
Scraptoft and Thurnby. Pick, Everard, Keay & 
bo eg engineers, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. 


AUGUST 31. 

*Easthampstead RDC.—Soil sewers and ancillary 

— at Locks Ride, Ascot. E&S, Bracknell. Dep. 
S. 

Kerrier RDC.—Praze-an-Beeble sewerage and sewage 
disposal. Harvey, McGill and Hayes, consultant en- 
— 8, Richmond-rd., St. David’s, Exeter. Dep. 
£ Ss. 


Kettering BC.—Advanced preparation of Pytchley- 
rd. housing estate. BE&S, 3, Gold-st., Kettering. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
SEPTEMBER 14. 

West Cheshire Water Board.—Covered concrete 
raw water storage reservoir, of 12m. gals capacity, nr. 
Sutton Hall Farm, Wirral, Cheshire. H. Hill & 
Sons (Manchester), civil engrs., 51, Mosley-st., Man- 
chester 2. Dep. £5 5s. | 

NO DATE. 

Border RDC.—6,000 yds. extension to Banks water 
supply. E. Harding, Clerk of Council, 7, Victoria-p!., 
Carlisle. Dep. £2 2s. 

Penrith UDC.—Hayeswater water supply scheme. 
Water E., Town Hall, Penrith. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—OFFICES.—The new offices and care- 
taker’s flat proposed by E. J. Harman, LRIBA, 46A, 
King’s-rd., ‘SW3, for erection at Nos. 80-86, St. 
John’s-rd., referred to in last week’s issue, is on 
behalf of W. Barratt & Co., and is not connected 
with Battersea BC. poss 

Bermondsey. — REDEVELOPMENT. — The acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment of a 1}-acre site 
in Rotherhithe New-rd., at estimated cost £26,000, is 
recommended for LCC consent. 

Bethnal Green.—REDEVELOPMENT.—The acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment of the Turin-st. 
(Nos. 1-3) areas, at total estimated cost £36,000, is 
recommended for LCC’s approval. 

thnal Green.—REDEVELOPMENT.—LCC are recom- 
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mended to approve the acquisition, clearance and 
partial redevelopment at estimated cost £92,000 of the 
Menotti-st. (Nos. 1-6) areas, with certain additional 
lands. 

Camberwell.—MAISONETTES AND  FLaTs.—Scheme 
prepared by LCC architects’ department for the erec- 
tion of 582 maisonettes, 73 flats and 26 houses upon 
13 acres in the Picton-st. site has been approved by 
LCC Hsg. Com. Estimated total cost of the de- 
velopment of the site is £1,686,430. 

Camberwell.—SECONDARY ScHOOL.—A _ voluntary 
secondary school for 300 pupils is to be erected on the 
site of St. Michael’s and All Angels’ CE school en- 
larged to two acres, estimated cost £101,287, in the 
1953-54 educational building programme. 

City.—ExTENSIONS.—Ronald Ward & Ptnrs., 17, 
Lowndes-st., SW1, are architects for a scheme for 
extensions to Bush House, Bush-la., EC4, for the City 
and West End Properties, Ltd. 

Croydon.—FLats.—Proposals made by Col. K. A. 
Oswald and Mrs. J. Allen, c/o, Harold Williams & 
Ptnrs., 80, High-st., for the erection of 10 flats or 4 
houses in Warrington-rd. have been given TP consent. 

Dagenham.—Primary ScHoo.t.—Essex CC propose 
to erect a three-form entry Primary School to adjoin 
Warren Sec. School, Chadwell Heath. 

Dagenham.—TRANSPORT BUILDING.—By-law permis- 
sion granted to S. Williams & Sons, Ltd., Lloyds-ave., 
EC3, for their proposed layout to the erection of a 
Road Transport Building at Dagenham Dock. 

Dagenham.—Factory.—Ladd & King, engrs., 167, 
Midland-rd., E.10, are to erect a factory on Hainau!t 
Industrial Estate. 

Greenwich. — APpPOINTMENT.—The appointment 
recommended by Hsg. Com. of G. F. hite. 
FRICS, 2, Wandsworth-rd., Vauxhall, SW8, is as 
quantity surveyor in connection with the proposed 
development of the sites of Nos. 2-22 (even). 
Ormiston-rd., Nos. 1-15 (odd), Ruthin-rd., and Nos. 
158-164 (even), Humber-rd., to the Greenwich BC 
and not to Battersea BC as given in last week's 
issue. 

Holborn.—REDEVELOPMENT.—LCC have agreed to 
close Tichborne-ct. in connection with proposals for 
the comprehensive redevelopment of the area bounded 
by Nos. 278-282, High Holborn, Princeton House. 
Great Turnstile and 25-27, Whetstone-park. 
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Islington.—APPOINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
the appointment of G. Windsor, MISE, 209, 
Farley-rd., Selsdon, Surrey, as structural consultant 
for the Dame-st. housing scheme. 

Kensington.—FLats.—MH&LG has given loan sanc- 
tion to BC to borrow £77,928 for the construction of 
32 flats and 12 garages on the Holland-st. (Library) 
site. 

Kensington.—DEVELOPMENT.—Hsg. Com.  recom- 
mend the approval of plans submitted by John Grey 
& Ptnr., FL.RIBA, 17, Buckingham-st., WC2, for 
the erection of eight flats on site No. 1, Nos. 140, 142 
and 144, Finborough-rd., estimated cost £15,980; 8 
flats on site No. 2, Nos. 82 and 84, Radcliffe-sq., esti- 
mated cost £16,585; 4 flats on site No. 3, No. 297, 
Ladbroke-gr., estimated cost £7,233; and 8 flats on 
site No. 4, Nos. 53, 55 and 57, Faraday-rd., estimated 
cost £15,980. LCC has given stage 1 approval to the 
development of these sites. BC are recommended the 
appointment of Dearle & Henderson, 123, Victoria-st., 
SWI, as quantity surveyors for the schemes. 

Kensington.—Housinc.—Stages 2 and 3 approvals 
have been received from LCC by BC for the erection 
of 8 flats at Nos. 32-34, St. Charles-sq., and working 
drawings are being prepared. 

Lambeth.—FLats.—BC have approved the main 
Proposals of A. W. Kenyon, FRIBA, 15, Adeline-pl.. 
Bedford-sq., for the erection of 684 flats in blocks of 
from 4 to 11 storeys and 18 shops on the 16.3-acre 
site No, 2 at Hartingdon-rd., at total estimated cost 
£1,956,500. Hsg. Com. recommend M. I. Addams, 
BSc, MISE, as consulting engineer, and H. M. Millar, 
FRICS, as quantity surveyor for the scheme. 

Lambeth.—AppoINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
the appointment of Davis, Belfield & Everest, 9, 
Ashley-pl., SW1, as quantity surveyors for the de- 
velopment of site No. 66, Alexandra-dr. 

Lambeth.—Post OrricE ExTENSIONS.—GPO are to 
acquire No. 138, Lansdowne-way and adjoining land 
for the extension of their premises in Wandsworth-rd. 

Lewisham.—SuHorps aND FLAats.—Proposals made by 
A. C. Braven, ARIBA, 135, Old Brompton-rd., SW5, 
for the erection of a shop and 2 flats at No. 153, 
= High-st. have been found unobjectionable 
y ‘ 

Lewisham.—Housers.—Proposals by L. J. Wilton, 
bldr., 50, Longton-gr., SE26, for the erection of 5 
houses on the site of No. 27, corner of Lawrie Park- 
gdns., have been approved by BC. 

Lewisham.—WarEHOUSE AND OFFICES.—An_ outline 
application for the erection of four-storey building 
at Sydenham-rd. for use as stores, warehouses and 
offices, has been made by C. G. Eaglen & Sons, sur- 
veyors, 1, Penerley-rd., SE6. 

Lewisham.—MalIsoNETTES.—BC have found pro- 
posals made by Brices’ London and Suburban Estates 
for the erection of 20 maisonettes on land at junction 
with Worsley Bridge-rd./Southend-la., unobjectionable 
in principle. 

vewisham.—VICARAGES.—BC have approved the 
main proposals of E. F. Starling, ARIBA, 6, Queen 
Anne’s Gate, SWI, allowing for the erection of a 
vicarage at Christchurch Vicarage, corner of South- 
rd.; also a vicarage at sites of Nos. 122-126 Wells Park- 
td. LCC have granted TP permission to the latter 
proposal, 

Lewisham.—ScHooL.—TP Com. have approved the 
erection of a new girls’ school in the grounds of the 
Convent of the Sacred Heart. The Rev. Thomas 
a is the applicant, on behalf of the RC authori- 
es. 

Lewisham.—APpPoINTMENT.—BC are recommended to 
approve the appointment of S. M. Cleator, MISE, 4, 
Ridgmount-st., WCI1, as consulting structural engineer 
in connection with the erection of a five-storey block 
of dwellings in stage 2 of the Ladywell Park housing 
scheme. 

Lewisham.—MaIsonETTES.—TP permission granted 

to the erection of 16 maisonettes at site of No. 67, 
Brockley-view, proposed by W. S. Bavin, 28, Catford 
Hill, SE6. 
_ Lewisham.—Houses.—Erection of 2 terrace houses 
in Nos. 134-138, Doggett-rd., proposed by Rose and 
Lowe, architects, 177, Lee High-rd., SE13, has re- 
ceived TP permission. 

Lewisham.—HeattH CENTRE.—LCC Health Com. 
recommend the acquisition of two acres of land in 
Southend-la. for the erection on one acre of a compre- 
hensive health centre. The remainder of the site will 
be available for housing purposes. 

Morden.—Fiats.—LCC Hsg. Com. propose the 
erection of 57 flats in 3-storey blocks, 2 houses and 
12 tenants’ stores on the 2 sites in Bishopsford-rd., 
St. Helier estate. Estimated cost is £90,450, and the 
scheme was prepared by LCC architects’ department. 

Poplar.—MaAIsoNETTES AND FLATS.—Erection of £2 
maisonettes and 18 flats upon a 2-acre site in Poplar 
High-st. is proposed by LCC Hsg. Com. Estimated 
cost of the scheme is £84,745, and the plans were pre- 
pared by LCC architects. The remainder of the site 
is to be developed by the Presbyterian Housing, Ltd., 
by the erection of 32 flats. 

St. Marylebone.—HoustnG DEVELOPMENT.—Loan 
sanction received from MH&LG for the acquisition of 
Victoria Methodist Church Hall, etc., for Barrow Hill 
estate at £8,740; erection of 42 fiats in block 8 of the 
Townshend estate at £86,340. 

St. Pancras.—AGED PEopLe’s Home.—M of Health 
has approved in principle adaptations to Alexandra 
House, Maitland Park, as a home for 67 old people, 
= estimated cost £15,850, proposed by LCC Welfare 
‘om. 

St. Pancras.—Housinc Procress.—Hsg. Com. have 
reported the progress of housing schemes as follows:— 


Bills of quantities being prepared for Plender-st. (61 
flats); and Lady Margaret-rd. (No. 1) (16 flats). 


Detailed drawings (i) Approved for Lamble-st. (2nd 
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stage) (27 flats). (ii) Awaiting approval for Regent’s 
Park (Area ‘‘B’’) (100 flats), and Regent’s Park 
(Area ‘‘ A ’—4th stage) (106 flats). (iii) Being pre- 
pared for Regent’s Park (Area ‘‘ A ’’—remainder) (176 
flats); Regent’s Park (Area ‘‘ C’’—2nd stage) (40 
flats). Preliminary drawings (i) Awaiting approval for 
Goldimgton-cres. (No. 1) (60 flats), Allcroft-rd. (No. 1) 
(50 flats), Sidmouth-mews (93 flats). (ii) Being pre- 
pared for Clarence-way (remainder) (58 flats), Regent- 
sq. (No. 1) (205 flats). 

Properties acquired include Peckwater-st. (No. 5) 
Extension (107 flats), Regent’s Park (remaining Crown 
Areas E and temporary housing site) (544 flats). Power 
of compulsory purchase has been granted for Athlone- 
st. (No 

Acquisition being sought for Heathcote-st. (No. 1) 
(17 flats), Arlington-rd. (No. 1) (12 flats), Albert-st. 
(No. 1) (18 flats). Acquisition not yet sought for 
Brecknock-rd. (Nos. 1 and 2), Judd-st. (2nd stage) (46 
Pi Regent’s Park (Area ‘‘A’’ extension) (165 

ats). 

Shoreditch.—SITE ACQUISITION.—BC are recom- 
mended to acquire as part of the Colville estate the 
following sites: Nos. 25 to 33, Whitmore-rd., 23, Hyde- 
rd., also 37, 38, 39 and 41, Hyde-rd. 

Shoreditch.—_Suors.—MH&LG approval has been 
given to the provision of 11 shops in the ‘‘ L ’’-shape 
block on the east corner at the junction Murray-gr./ 
Cropley-st. 

Shoreditch.—FLats.—LCC TP approval has heen 
granted to the provision of 59 flats at the Geffrye 
estate, Fleming-st. area. 

Southwark. — RECONSTRUCTION OF CATHEDRAL. — 
Work on the reconstruction of St. George’s Cathedral 
will begin on August 5. The restoration will cost 
£100,000 in addition te the war damage of £198,000 
and to donations already received. It is hoped to 
raise the money during the five years required to 
finish the cathedral. 

Stepney.—DEVELOPMENT.—Scheme for the erection 
of 175 maisonettes, 50 flats and 13 houses on 7 acres 
in the Cleveland-way and Faith-st. sites, estimated 
cost £648,535, has been approved by LCC Hsg. Com, 
LCC architects’ department prepared the scheme. 

Stepney.—FLATS AND MAISONETTES.—LCC Hsg. Com. 
propose the erection of 21 flats, 24 maisonettes on 14 
acres in Exmouth-st. site, at estimated cost £114,070. 
Scheme was prepared by LCC architects’ department. 

Stepney.—PRIMARY AND NurSERY ScHOOLS.—LCC 
Ed. Com. propose the acquisition of two acres of land 
in Wapping High-st., at estimated cost £43,000, for 
use as a site for the rebuilding of St. Peter’s London 
Docks CE primary school and the provision of a 
nursery school. 

Stepney. — REDEVELOPMENT. — The acquisition, 
clearance and partial redevelopment for housing pur- 
poses of the Leatherdale-st. (1-5) areas, and certain 
additional lands is recommended for LCC’s approval. 
Estimated cost is £115,000. 

Tilbury.—OrFices.—A scheme for the erection of 
offices at Tilbury Docks for Scruttons, Ltd., is being 
prepared by Ronald Ward & Ptnrs., architects, 17, 
Lowndes-st., SW1. 

Walthamstow.—HouseEs.—Erection of 4 hauses on 
sites of 110-116, Larkshall-rd., proposed by J. W. 
Warboys, Ltd., bldrs., 390, Larkshall-rd., E4, has re- 
ceived TP permission, 

Walthamstow.—Houses.—TP permission granted to 
proposals by R. E. Warboys, ‘‘ Oakwood,” High-rd., 
Chigwell, for the erection of 6 houses on sites of Nos. 
98-108, Larkhall-rd. 

Walthamstow.—FLats.—BC approval in principle 
a scheme submitted by Boro’ A. for the construction 
of 9 s.c. bed-sitting units. in Clock House and the 
erection of flats on land adjoining. 

Walthamstow.—CommMunity Hatit.—Boro’ A. has 
submitted a scheme for the erection of a community 
hall at Priory-court. 

Walthamstow.—OFFICE EXTENSIONS.—Plans  sub- 
mitted by S. E. Porter & Sons, Ltd., for the erection 
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of an office extension to their factory in Argall-aye, 
have received BC approval. 

Wandsworth.—BoarDING SPECIAL SCHOOL.—LCC are 
recommended to acquire the site of 34, Albert-dr. as 
an extension of the site of North House, Wimbledon 
Park, for the erection of a boarding special school for 
200 blind children. - 

Wandsworth.—REDEVELOPMENT.—LCC Hsg. Com, 
recommend the acquisition, clearance and partial re. 
development of, for housing purposes, the Roe 
hampton High-st. (Nos. 1-3) areas, together with cer. 
tain other adjoining lands, at estimated cost £10,000, 

Wandsworth.—FLats, MAISONETTES AND Housss. 
—Erection of 666 flats, 1,020 raaisonettes, 133 houses 
and 56 old people’s dwellings with clubroom and 
warden’s cottage, also 26 shops on a 100-acre site at 
Roehampton-la. (Nos. 2 and 3 sites), is recommended 
by LCC Hsg. Com. 33 acres will be reserved for 
ancillary buildings, including a children’s home, 3 
nursery schools, 2 primary schools, a secondary school, 
church, health centre, community centre (Downshir: 
House), major and local shopping centre. Maintenance 
depot and an amenity open space. Total estimated 
cost of the development is £5,024,554, and the scheme 
was prepared by LCC architects’ department. 

Wandsworth.—SEcONDARY ScHooL.—LCC Ed. Com, 
propose the enlargement of the Bec school to provide 
another 1,500 secondary school places for boys. 

Woolwich.—TrapDING EstatE.—Proposals have been 
made for the establishment of a civil trading estate 
on a 100-acre site on the south side of Woolwich 
LCC would be offered the site. 


Arsenal. 
(PROVINCIAL) 
Bath.—The Ministry of Works has granted a 


i for the rebuilding, at a cost of over £8,000, 
a Bath Rugby Football Club stand, destroyed by 
bombs in April, 1942. The stand will seat 1,100, 
Bedlington.—UDC to erect further 28 houses at 
Woodside, Bedlington Station, cost £25,868. 
Bury.—Joseph. Webb & Sons, Ltd., Irwell Forge, 
propose erection of large constructional department. 
Carlisle—RC authorities seek building licence at 
£22,000 for church and hall at Harraby. _ Architect, 
W. C. Mangan, 2, Ribblesdale-pl., Preston, Lancashire. 
Catterick.—Cookery instruction centre to Cost 
£130,000, and block for Camp Supply Depot to cost 
£60,000, to be built at Catterick Camp. 
Coventry.—Birmingham Reg. Hospital Brd. _pro- 
pose erection of large hospital. Architect to Brd., 
. A. Goldfinch. a. 
0 Ae e's proposal to erect 108 ‘* Unity 
houses on Firth Moor estate approved by MH&LG. 
Dudley.—BC propose erection of further 250 houses 
on Old Park Farm estate.—To invite tenders for erec- 
tion of clinic at junction of Stourbridge and Pensnett- 
rd. ; 
m.—CC seek permission to build new county 
di tae A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 
Durham.—RDC A prepared sketch layout plan for 
32 houses at Leamside; also for four shops south of 
Finchale-rd., Framwellgate Moor. ; 
Earlstown.—British Railways propose adaptations to 
premises at Waggon Works to provide new sch. for 
ntices. 
“PP iling-on-Tyne.—UDC approved layout plans by 
Gateshead TC for erection of 424 houses on 38 acres 
in urban area at Blackhill—Chief Hsg. Officer ge 
pared layout plan for 161 houses on land west 0 
Wilkinson estate. 
agi Fashions, Ltd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, acquired Boilermakers’ Hall, High-st. West, 
Gateshead, for conversion into central warehouse and 
offices. Architects, Stephenson & Gillis, Saville-chbrs., 
North-st., Newcastle. 
Gateshead.—Corp. 


purchased 2,765 acres of land 
behind High-st., for erection of multi-flats. 


Plans by 


_ Grove.—Cheshire CC propose erection of 

m. sch. 

CibenenTene~UDC asked MH&LG to allow 
work to commence on scheme for 280 houses at 
Monkton-la., by direct labour. S, R. C. Bestow. 

Huyton-with-Roby.—UDC propose 73 houses at 

osscroft Farm estate. 

Miiyde-BC Surveyor prepared plans for 150 houses 
and 14 bungalows at Dukinfield-rd. estate.—Layout 
approved for 14 bungalows at Walker-la. 

Iikeston.—TC to negotiate with E. & S. Halford 
Ltd., for 24 houses at Kirk Hallam estate. | 

Jarrow.—TC approved scheme for shopping centre 
in old part of town to comprise 60 shops and 0 
maisonettes, est. cost £58,500. Plans by BE, H. W.T. 
Perkins. f 

Leeds.—TC propose hostel for aged at Middleton 
Park-ave., £10,000 est. 

Manchester.—Work to commence shortly on erect 
tion of St. Aidan’s RC Church, Northern Moot, 
Wythenshawe, £13,000 est. Architects, Reynolds & 
Scott, 9, Albert-sq., Manchester. 

Middlesbrough.—TC to commence site works next 
January on new housing estate at Pallister-park; house 
building to begin following October. First section will 
provide for 423 houses on 53 acres of land. BE, J. A. 
Kenyon, Municipal-bldgs. 

Newcastle.—RDC propose 18 houses at Madeley. 

Newcastle.—Northern Gen. Transport Co., Bensham, 
Gateshead, negotiating for land in Picton-ter. for 
building of bus stn. Managing director, Mr. G. 
Hayter, Bensham, Gateshead. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Northern Gen. Transport Co., 
Ltd., Gateshead, to erect bus stn. at Picton-ter. 

Northants.—EC propose erection of large college 00 
site at George-st., Corby. 

Northumberland.—CC proposes six police houses # 
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Low Willington Farm, Wallsend. 
Brown, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

North Riding.—CC to erect children’s home at 
Grangetown, to plans by County A, Northallerton. 


County A, C. C. 


Nottingham.—EC plan new boys’ sec. sch. on 
Sneinton Boulevard (£174,175), and extensions to Pad- 
stow sec. sch. (£9,669).—Nottingham RC Diocesan 
Commission for Schools propose purchase of land at 
Clifton for erection of prim. sch.—M of E agreed to 
Section A of Nottingham and Dist. Tech. Col. being 
put on 1953-54 and 1954-55 programmes (£750,000).— 
General Works and Highways Com. recommend CC 
to approve proposed bridge over canal at Trent-la., 
Lenton (£24,304). 

Oldham.—Licensing Magistrates approved plans for 
major alterations to Ashton Arms, Clegg-st. Architect, 
F. Thorpe, Oldham. 

Otley.—Governors of Woodhouse-gr. sch., Atterley 
Bridge, propose erection of library, geography_and one 
form-room during next 12 months. 

Padgate.—Foundation stone laid for extensions to 
C of E sch., £28,000 est.—Tenders to be invited at 
later date for renovation and modernisation of existing 
premises. , , 

Rowley Regis.--PC Council propose erection of 
church, £12,000 est. Vicar, Rev. H. Card. 

Scarborough.—TC to negotiate prices with C. W. 
Haynes, Ltd., for erection of another 37 houses in 
Wreyfield-dr. on Barrowcliff estate-—TC to negotiate 
contracts for erection of another 250 houses. 

Sheffield.—TC appointed Whitehead & Nodder, 
Sheffield, as QS for rebuilding war-damaged coroners’ 
court. 

Sheffield.—Hospital Brd. propose casualty and ortho- 
pedic department at Sheffield Royal Hospital. Archi- 
tect, J. Mansell, Jenkinson & Son, Sheffield. 

Skegness.—UDC received sanction for erection of 34 
houses (£47,734), on second section of Sundial estate, 
by direct labour. tt: 

South Shields—TC recommended to sell site in 
Cone-st. to North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., 
Gateshead, for erection of clothing factory for S. 
Newman, Ltd., South Shields. Architects, Jack Cot- 
ton, Ballard & Blow, Haymarket House, Newcastle-on- 


ne. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC to let contracts for erection 
of 80 houses and 70 flats at Portrack. BE, Gilbert 
Cowan, Victoria-bldgs. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—R. Cowan, Finkle-st., Stockton, 
architect for proposed ‘‘ Rimswell Hotel.’’ Bishopton- 
rd., for J. W. Cameron & Co., Ltd., Lion Brewery, 
West Hartlepool. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—TC approved plans for 58 houscs 
at Bucknall; maisonettes at Sunnyside-ave., Tunstall, 
and further 22 houses and nine garages at Blurton 
Farm estate—TC seek approval for revised scheme 
for day nursery at Nelson-pl., Hanley, £18,430 est. 

Sunderland.—R. Hudson & Sons, bidrs., St. Mark’s- 
cres., to erect six houses in Eston-gr. p 

Wallasey.—Marks & Spencer, Ltd., to rebuild de- 
partmental store at 301/303, Liscard-rd. Architects, 
Norman Jones, Son & Rigby, Southport. _ 

Wallsend.—Swan, Hunter & Wigham Richardson, 
Ltd., Wallsend, giving consideration to construction 
of dry dock to accommodate ships up to 45,000 tons 
deadweight. 3 

Wallsend.—Plans approved for machine shop at 
Parsons & Marine Engineering Turbine Research and 
Dev. Assoc. Station. Engineers, R. T. James & 
Partners, St. Nicholas-bldgs., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Walton-le-Dale.—UDC to consider erection of three- 
storey block of flats. S, S. Race. i 

Warwickshire.—EC received approval] for schools in 
revised 1953-54 programme as follows:—Ulverley, two 
FE cty. inf., £37,750; Alderman Smith, four FE cty. 
sec., £140,000; Coleshill cty., two FE gram., £112,000; 
instalment three FE sch., Wolston cty. sec., £90,000; 
instalment swo FE sch., Studley cty. sec., £65,800; 
Dorridge, two FE cty. jun., Solihull, £50,000; Camp 
Hill, two FE cty. jun., Nuneaton, £49,280; extensions, 
Manor Park cty. sec., £38,000; St. John’s, two FE 
cty. inf., Kenilworth, £37,750; subject to approval to 
erect two housecraft rooms at Riland-Bedford cty. 
sec. girls, £9,725 est. ‘ 

Wolverton.—British Railways propose new sch, for 
apprentices. ; ? e 

Worcs.—Received approval for inclusion of Gig Mill 
two-form entry jun. sch. in main 1953-54 building pro- 
gramme. Work to commence in autumn. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Erection of 100 houses at The North- 
field Kinnings Park neighbourhood unit. Alexander B. 
Gardner (F), architect, Council Housing Offices, The 
Castlegate, Aberdeen: *The Weir Housing Corporation, 
Ltd., Coatbridge, £162,545. rae 

Andover.—21 houses on Weyhill-rd. housing site, for 

. BS, ‘‘ Beach Hurst,’” Weyhill-rd.: *Eades Bros., 
Ltd., Charlton, Andover, £29,818. 


Barrow-in-Furness.—Erection _ of. medical staff 
quarters at North Lonsdale Hospital, for Hospital 
Management Com.: *Nicholson & Wright, Ltd., 


Willow-|a., Lancaster. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Erection of 118 houses on No. 
6 site of the Roseberry-rd. estate, for UDC. Archi- 
tects, Kitching & Co., 21, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough: 
*Stephen Coates, Ltd., Langbaurgh-pl., Middlesbrough. 
Birmingham.—14 shops with 16 flats over at Com- 
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berton-rd., for TC: C. Bryant & Son, Ltd., 65, Whit- 
more-rd., Birmingham, £68,888.—Houses for TC. 
71 at Hawkesley Farm: *J. & P. Kelly & Co., Ltd., 
£83,810; 242 at Wyehall Farm: *S. J. Smith & Co. 
(Bidford), Ltd., £344,644; 72 at Bell Holloway: *G. 
Stubbings, Ltd., £96,867; four at Bell Holloway: *S. J. 
Smith & Co. (Bidford), Ltd., £6,011; 72 at Hawkesley 
Farm: *F. Deeley, Ltd., £185,433; 344 at Egghill-la.: 
*Wates, Ltd., London, £455,097. 

Blackburn.—50 houses at Shadsworth estate, for TC: 
*Direct Labour. 

Blyth.—Erection of 28 houses for TC. BE, D. W. 
Foster: *T. . Nicholson, High-st., Blyth, £20,397 
(15 houses); *R. Hush, Union-st., Blyth, £17,343 (13 
houses). 


Bromsgrove.—i40 houses at Charford estate, for 


UDC: *S. J. Smith & Co., Ltd., £185,522 (revised 
tender). 

Caernarvon.—Further houses at Cae Mur estate, 
for TC: *Williams & Williams, Ltd., Caernarvon, 
£76,295 (extension to contract). 

Chelsea.—Reconstruction of the River Wall, 


Cheyne Walk. tLeonard Fairclough, Ltd., £16,928. 

Cheltenham.—New building and shops in Regent-st. 
Architects, Young & Saunders: *Cheltenham Shop- 
fitting Co., Ltd. 

City of London Corporation.—Clearing of site, lay- 
ing of roads and drainage, construction of retaining 
walls, laying of foundations, and construction of base- 
ment up to ground level on the Corporation’s Golden- 
la. housing scheme. Architect for the scheme, Mr. 
Geoffry Powell, ARIBA, AADip, 16, Little Boltons, 
London, SWI10: *Griggs & Son, Ltd., 56, Victoria- 
st., London, SWI, £201,529. 

Clowne.—Four houses for RDC: *B. G. Porter, 
Brookfield House, Station-rd., Clowne, £5,028. 

Coventry.—Houses for TC at Willenhall neighbour- 
hood unit. 39 shops, 101 flats and five maisonettes: 
*Garlicks, Ltd., Banmer-la., Coventry, £234,224; *T. 
Bates & Son, Ltd., 53, Warwick-st., £43,573 .(32); 
*G. W. Deeley, Ltd., 27, Avon-st., Upper Stoke, £41,221 
(28); *T. Bates & Son, Ltd., £27,205 (20); *D. Lynch, 
362, Stoney Stanton-rd., £20,945 (16); *H. Lees Bros., 
Ltd., Nuffield-rd., Coventry, £20,359 (15); *Johns 
(Coventry), Ltd., £17,000 (12). Houses at Bell Green 
neighbourhood unit; *H. B. Randle & Sons, 108, Station- 
st. East, £30,599 (20); *A. R. Lane, Ltd., Trafalgar-st., 
£45,050 (36 flats); *F. G. Robinson, 34, Church-la., 
£22,525 (18 flats); *W. H. Jones & Son, Ltd., Lock- 
hurst-la., £22,525 (18 flats). Houses at Tile Hil] neigh- 
bourhood unit: *J. G. Gray, Ltd., George Eliot-rd., 
£22,145 (16); *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, 
£22,828 (20 ‘‘ No Fines ”’ flats); *H. Clarke & Son, 
Ltd., 48, Coronation-rd., £37,729 (24 flats and 18 
garages at Halls Farm estate); *Direct Labour, £20,196 
(14 houses at Hipswell Highway estate). 

Crawley Dev. Corpn.—Ten shops with maisonettes 
over, one single-storey shop and 10 garages at Three 
Bridges neighbourhood centre; 19 shops with maison- 
ettes over, one single-storey shop and 19 garages at 
Langley Green neighbourhood centre. H. S. How- 
grave-Graham, ARIBA, AMTPI, Chief A, Broadfield 
Crawley. Quantities by Gardiner & Theobald: *Tay- 
lor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., 41, Welbeck-st., Lon- 
don, WI, £113,000. 

Derby.—10 bungalows and four flats at War 
Memorial Village: *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 
Uttoxeter Old-rd., Derby, £24,132. 
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Dorham.—Extensions to the post office at Birtley, 
Durham: *J. Burnett & Sons, Station-la., Birtley. 

Droitwich.—12 houses and two bungalows at Hartle- 
bury estate, for RDC: *J. Webb & Co., Ltd., Cose- 
ley, Staffs, £21,737. 

Eston (Yorks).—Proposed oi] depot at Teesport, for 
Shell-Mex and B.P., Ltd. Construction of tanks: 
*Whessoe, Ltd., Darlington. Certain civil engineering 
work: *Crowley, Russell & Co., Ltd., 131, Victoria- 
st., London, SW1. (Total cost of scheme will be over 


,000.) 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Erection of extension 
143 ft. by 100 ft. to machine and fitting shops, for 
Noble & Lund, Ltd., toolmakers. Steelwork: *Wright, 
Anderson & Co., Ltd., Gateshead. ‘Foundations and 
other work: *Direct Labour by Noble & Lund, Ltd. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared for extensions at the 
works of The Oil and Cake Mills, Ltd., at The James 
Watt Dock. Crawford & Neil (F&A), architects, 
133, Cathcart-st., Greenock. 

Excavation, brick, building and allied works: *James 
Aitkenhead, Anderson & Co., Ltd., Greenock. 

Steel structural and allied works: *Redpath, Brown 
& Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Concrete and allied works: *The Carmyie Concrete 
Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Greenwich.—101 dwellings at Pond-rd., Blackheath, 
for BC. Architect, Professor A. E. Richardson, RA, 


MA, FRIBA, 31, Old Burlington-st., W1 Engineer, 
BE&S, Greenwich. Quantity, S, G. K. White, 
FRICS, 2, Wandsworth-rd., SW8:— 

Walter Gladding & Co., Ltd., Wi .-. . . £224,600 
F. Bilton, Ltd., SW2 .. oe <« siege 
F. G. Minter, Ltd., SW1 209,988 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., N17 207,463 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., SEI8 .. 205,489 
Rush & Tomkins, Ltd., Sidcup 204,219 
S. G. & A. Agombar, SE27 .. 201,992 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., WI .. 201,461 
on Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., Mitcham 194,506 


. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Park-la., 

wi ae a = 8. = .. 492,832 
_ Hackney.—Work for BC: 65 flats on land compris- 
ing Part II of the Banister House Second Extension 
Scheme: {Direct Labour, £152,904. Two dwellings on 
site of Nos. 5-9, Annis-rd.: {Direct Labour, £5,215 (in- 
cluding site acquisition and site development. Eight 
flats at the Downs Park-rd. housing site: tW. Silk & 
Son, Ltd., 13, Homerton High-st., Hackney, E9, 
£12,622. 

Hammersmith.—Erection of eight flats on the site 
of Nos. 65/67, St. Stephen’s-ave., W12: *Direct 
Labour, £16,841. 

Kensington.—Erection of the remaining block of 18 
flats to complete phase II of the Henry Dickens 
Court scheme for RB, at an est. cost of £51,200. 
tHolloway Bros. (London), Ltd. (Extension of existing 
contract.) 

Kensington.—Erection of 10 dwellings in Cornwall- 
cres. (79-83) and Blenheim-cres. (96-100), for RB. 
*Prestige & Co., Ltd., £22,360. 

Kidderminster.—Erection of Kidderminster Birchen 
Coppice inf. sch., for CC: *A. H. Guest, Ltd., Amble- 
cote, £37,600. 

Lambeth.—Erection of 57 flats on the Acre-la. site 
for BC. tRowley Bros., Ltd., £105,506. 

Lanarkshire.—Erection of 10 houses at Thornliebank. 
Archibald J. Jury (F), architect, Housing Offices. The 
Trongate, Glasgow: *John Lawrence & Co. (Glasgow), 
~~ Glasgow, £10,318 

eek.—16 houses at Haregate estate, for TC: *Fro 
& Co., High-la., Brown Edge, Leek. is 


{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
Placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Department, 
Admiralty. 

Devonport: Boiler house, Pearn Bros., Radnor- 
St., Plymouth. Lee-on-Solent: Roadwork, Roads 
- rere (1934), Ltd., Stoneleigh-house, Frome, 
omerset. 


{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended July 25. 

Building work: A. Monk & , Ltd., Warring- 
ton, Lancs; F. Pearson & Co., Ltd., Doncaster: 
Stanley Hugh Leach, Ltd., Hayes, Mddlesex. Civil 
engineering: Tarmac, Ltd., Wolverhampton; James 


Longley & Co., Crawley, Sussex. Treatment of 
linings of hangar walls: Structural Insulation, Ltd.. 
London, SWI. Re-surfacing work: Thos. Ashley 


(Contractors), Ltd., Northwich, Cheshire. 

LCC.—Adaptation for use as administrative head- 
quarters and headquarters station for the London 
ambulance service of the former fire station in 
Waterloo-rd., Lambeth. 


A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westminster .. £32,1€0 
F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark .. -. 30,916 
W. H. Glaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston-upon- 
Thames, Surrey ee ea =. .. 29,917 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham .. .. 28,789 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont, Surrey 27,932 
R. J. Truscott, Ltd., Forest Gate, Essex ..- 25,476 
Frank Batty & Smith, Ltd., Paddington 25,052 


*A. N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., Paddington 24,115 

The architect’s comparable estimate is £24,378. 
LCC.—Erection of three houses for groundsmen and 

. store at the education playing fields at Fairlop, 
ssex. 


S. C. Grover, Ltd., West Ham } .. £17,897 
Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd., Romford .. . 17,800 
R. J. Truscott, Ltd., Forest Gate .. 17,750 
H. C. Horswill, Ltd., Forest Gate .. w- See 
Kind & Co. (Builders), Ltd. Leytonstone .. 16,726 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Dagenham .. 16,722 
Hammond & Miles, Ltd., Ilford -. 15,981 
*Field-Davis, Ltd., Barking 15,350 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £15,383. 
LCC.—Repairs to the war-damaged lido at Parlia- 
ment Hill, St. Pancras. 





192 


A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham .. £20,337 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., St. Marylebone 20,088 
George Newton & Hill, Ltd., Bermondsey .. 20,000 











THE BUILDER 


Grace & Marsh, Ltd., Croydon 


Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Putney .. 38 : 19,502 
Geo. Bell & Sons, Ltd., Tottenham .. <- As, for 
Duncan Cameron (London), Ltd., West- 

minster , on - - Em 0) Ate 
*Greenaway & Son, Ltd., Camberwell 17,475 


(After arithmetical correction.) 

The preliminary estimate (made in July, 1951) of the 

appointed architect in private practice was £19,620. 
Lond (Metropolitan - Police).\—Tender placed by 
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Metropolitan Police:— 

External and internal painting and repairs at East 
Ham Police Station and Section House: *Kind & Co. 
(Builders), Ltd., £5,989. 

€London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW 
during week ended July 18:— : 

Buckinghamshire: PO Concentration Site, Hartwell 
Sidings, Aylesbury, alterations and additions, Mayne 
& Son, Ltd., Station-st., Aylesbury. Flintshire: 
Holywell, erection of UATE, R. A. Buckle, Ltd., 
Prestatyn, Flints. Kent: Ministry of Supply, 
** Aquila,’’ Bickley, alterations to block 3, F. E. 
Steadman, 140, Main-rd., Sidcup. Lancashire: Head 
PO, Darwen-st., Blackburn, alterations and additions, 
Caton & Duckworth, Ltd., William Henry-st., Black- 
burn, Lancs. Lincolnshire: M/Food, Egg Box 
Depot, The Airfield, Barkston Heath, nr. Grantham, 
mternal and external painting, C. J. Else & Co., 
Ltd., 467, High-st., Lincoln. 

§London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed by 
WD during week ended July 18:— : 

Derbyshire: Bitumen covering to huts, Berry Wig- 


gins & Co., Ltd., London. Oxfordshire: Building, 
Tersons, Ltd., London, N3. London: Painting, 
Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., London, SWI. Norfolk: 


Painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., London, W9. 
London: Miscellaneous, F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Lon- 
don, SEI; Miscellaneous, W. W. Rowney & Co., 
Ltd., London, SE1. . 
Hertfordshire: Painting, W. T. Pickering, Watford. 
Norfolk: Road repairs, Edward J. Edwards (Nor- 


wich), -Ltd., Norwich. Kent: Painting, Allen 
McDermott, Bradford. Essex: Road works, H. V. 
Smith & Co., Ltd., London, SW1. London: Miscel- 
laneous, G. ‘young (Floriston), Ltd., Greenford. 
Lanarkshire: Eectrical installation, Osborne & 


Hunter, Ltd., Glasgow, C2. ; 
Milnrow.—46 houses on Bentgate housing estate, 
New Hey, for UDC. K. P. Lewin, MIMunE. Quan- 
tities by Poole & Dick, Manchester: *J. Gerrard & 
Sons, Ltd., Swinton, nr. Manchester, £58,679. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of 221 houses on the 
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July 31 1953 


19,852 Kenton North estate, for City C. City A, George 


Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle: *Cussins (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., The Drive, Gosforth, Newcastle-on. 


Tyne, £295,895. 


Northern Ireland.—Improvement works at Kilkee] 
Harbour, Co. Down, est. cost £110,000, for the 
Northern Ireland Ministry of Commerce: *Charles 


Brand & Son, Ltd., 
Haymarket, London. 

Nottingham.—Erection of Aspley Park-dr. sec. sch., 
for EC: *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Uttoxeter O!d- 
rd., Derby, £188,600. 

Paddington.—Dwellings on the Portnall-rd. housing 
scheme: *A. H. Franklin & Sons, Ltd., 261-7, Lillie. 
rd., Fulham, SW6, £17,849. 

Rochdale.—Adaptations at ‘‘ Mayfield,’’ for TC: 
*J, J. Deaken, Aker-st., £3,858; 306 dwellings at Kirk. 
holt estate, for TC: *Roy & Partners, 25, Cross-st., 
Manchester; 16 bungalows at Chatsworth-st.: *T, 
Wilkinson & Son, Ltd., Rochdale, £17,660. 

Rugby.—22 houses at Parkfield-rd. site, for TC: 
*Browning Construction Co., Ltd., Rugby, £31,334. 

Rushden.—10 houses at Gloucester-cres., for UDC: 
*R. Marriott, Ltd., Rushden (extension to contract), 

Rutherglen.—Plans prepared for large extensions 
for A. G. MacFadden & Co., Ltd., at the Farmeloan 
Works, by their own architects. Stee] structural works, 
*D. Clark & Son, Ltd., Rutherglen, £30,000. 

Rutherglen.—J_anarkshire CC to have a new Pro- 
testant prim. sch. erected at Spittall. T. J. Beveridge 
& Dallachay (A&A), 248, West George-st., Glasgow. 
Steel structural components and allied works: tDonald 
Clark & Sons, Ltd., Caledonian Stee] Works, Ruther- 
glen (recommended). 

Saltburn (Yorks).—Erection of 82 houses on the 
Church-rd. site, Marske, for Saltburn & Marske UDC 
Surveyor, W. R. Ellis, Saltburn: *Readman & Skel 
ton, Gunnergate-la., Marton, Middlesbrough. 

Shoreditch.—Erection of 36 dwellings on the Pit- 
field estate for BC. {Walter Lawremce & Son, Ltd., 
£54,720. 

Shoreditch.—Erection of 60 flats on the Murray- 
gr.-Cropley-st. area of the Wenlock Barn estate for 
BC. {Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., £119,820. 

_ Tannockside.—The eighth development of the Brae- 
side housing scheme consisting of 78 houses, for Lan- 
arkshire CC. Samuel MacColl (A), County-chbrs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton West: *The Weir Housing Cor- 
poration, Ltd., Coatbridge 

allsend.—Erection of four houses on the Boyd- 
cres. estate, for TC: *F. P. Dodsworth, Hill Heads-rd., 
Whitley Bay. 

Warwickshire.—38 homes for aged at Marston 
estate, Attleborough, for CC: *G. E. & W. Wincott, 
74, Cotton-rd., Nuneaton, £32,106. 

West Bridgford.—20 aged persons’ dwellings at 
Edwalton estate, for UDC: *W. R. Bloodworth & Sons, 
23, Wilford-la., West Bridgford, £22,575. 

Woolwich.—Erection of 49 dwellings in Rectory-pl. 
for BC. tDirect Labour, £106,648. 


civil engineering contractors, 
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